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And so another year has come to an end and once again 
there is reason why we should smile quietly and remind 
ourselves that we can be proud of our team.  As a united 
community we are an unstoppable force that has taken 
on the challenges of the twenty first century.  People will 
instinctively say that I am referring to the successes on the 
basketball court last March and in the RDS last January.  
To a point yes, but we have achieved far more than this.  
In bonding together over a seventeen year period we 
have created a set of values that encourages our pupils 
to perform to a high standard.  There is now a definite 
and easily defined Kinsale way of doing things which has 
fostered a strong culture of mutual respect and kindness.  
This has paid off both within and without the classroom.  

It is only when we look back at the road travelled that 
we realise the extent of our achievements.  We have 
comprehensively built on the traditions of the two schools 
that served generations of Kinsale children and we have 
developed a relationship ethic that is absolutely powerful.  
It is worth noting some of the highlights in our history: 8 
school shows in 17 years, trips and tours to Cappaghnalee, 
Killary and Barcelona, All-Ireland champions in Hurling, 
Camogie, Golf and Basketball, Young Scientist winners in 
2006, 2009 and of course 2013, European champions in 
2009 and third place in 2006.  By the way don’t forget what 
happens in the exam hall.  It is not unusual for us to achieve 
results that are twice the national average and it is no surprise 
that in recent years five of our students won the prestigious P. 
J. McManus bursary which gave them €6,750 for each of their 
undergraduate years at university.  An added bonus this year was 
the fabulous achievement of David Briscoe who is a very able 
student in Trinity College and who has achieved unprecedented 
success in his examinations.

The above paragraph however only tells a small portion of our 
story.  On a more discreet level I personally witnessed hours 
upon hours of advice and assistance being  tactfully  given to 
children and their families.  I saw teenagers pour their hearts out 
to various colleagues as they worked on solving the unsolvable.  
Many difficulties were overcome and it is no coincidence that 
it is often noted that our school is populated by happy children 
who have no fear of the challenges that life throws at them.  
They are cared for by adults who look after them professionally 
and compassionately.  We need not worry about their future.  
Honest and open communication will protect all from the 
ravages of life and long may this continue.  

Each day I look forward to the bell at morning break and 
again at lunch time.  This gives me an opportunity to talk 
and listen to our students.  What stories they tell me.  I have 

personally witnessed much joy, excitement and humour in their 
conversations.  Such moments give me energy and remind me 
how lucky one is to be a teacher.  

It takes a village to rear a child and our village is one cauldron 
of energy and compassion.  We have never wanted for anything 
as there is so much support around us.  This has ensured that 
we can offer a first class service to the children who in turn do 
us all proud in their behaviour and demeanour.  Of course there 
are occasional slipups as when someone wanders and needs to 
be brought back to base.  I’m thinking of my old friend Frank 
who meandered out the gate one morning at eleven o’clock 
forgetting that he had classes until four that afternoon.  His 
departure was brought to my attention however and I gave 
him 15 minutes to arrive home.  I then rang the landline and of 
course he answered. Is that you Frank? No sir. And then as an 
afterthought he said I’m on my way back now.

A sincere thank you to all the people who brightened my day.  I 
had a most wonderful time and I wish each and every one of you 
personal happiness and fulfilment in the years ahead.
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From the 
Deputy - Principal’s 

Desk
In 1996 Kinsale Community School opened its doors and the 
school community took Seán O Broin to its heart. Following 
his appointment as Deputy Principal, a man tall of height grew 
huge in stature. Educated in Strawberry Hill and Coláiste Íogain, 
it is clear to see where his love of Irish and interest in History 
blossomed. Michelangelo’ phrase ‘I am still learning’ was erected 
as a sign outside his office and it symbolised the modesty of the 
man and signalled his commitment to education. Indeed, Seán 
successfully pursued a law degree, studying at night after a long 
day’s work in school. 

In changing times, Kinsale Community School has benefitted 
enormously from the consistency, clarity and commitment of 
Seán. His eloquence, energy and enthusiasm have empowered 
thousands of students throughout a successful career in 
education. In addition, he has generously mentored many young 
teachers who have learned so much from his professionalism 
and experience. 

Seán has been an influential History teacher in our school. He 
was also an advising examiner for Junior Certificate History.  He 
brought the phrase “SRS” or “significant relevant statement” 
into the homes of our community.  It is an apt phrase to convey 
his contribution to teaching:  his advice is always relevant and 
his actions significant.  

Seán’s statements are legendary.  Legions of his students know 
the reasons for the Age of Exploration which were ‘the three 
g’s:  God, gold and glory’.  He memorably addresses students 
as “Scholars, geniuses and members of the intelligentsia”, 
advises students to ensure that their school tie was “North 
of the second button” and taught us all how to spell the word 
“blackguard”.  The impromptu spelling tests, the eloquent 
speeches on Awards’ nights, the celebration of sporting success 
and the quiet word of encouragement all vividly illustrated the 
commitment of Seán O’Broin to young people and his ability to 
motivate and recognise their talents.  Indeed, his insertion in 
the students’ homework journal of the section marked “Mol an 
Óige” also epitomises this. 

Seán has mapped out our journey as a school, with his 
predecessor Sr Mary and successfully managed to establish and 
expand the school.  Seán’s continuous commitment far exceeds 
the position; working long hours and weekends, he has always 
been a proud and passionate advocate for the staff and students 
of our school.  His door is always open to teachers, parents and 
pupils alike.  Ever approachable and regarded as ‘fair’, Seán is a 
constant source of support both to celebrate our triumphs and 
be understanding in times of difficulty.  Indeed, many people 
have commented how Seán discreetly helped them.  Seán also 
participated in school trips, such as a visit to Germany which 
indulged his passion for history.  

As principal, he has led our school through the highly successful 
Management, Leadership and Learning Inspection in 2011.  He 
facilitates the participation of our school in many local, national 
and international events ranging from sport to science.

He liaises with many organisations with the local community.  
For example, our pupils have benefited enormously from the 
relationship that Seán fostered with the Kinsale and District 
Lions Club.  Seán developed contracts with Eli Lily to sow the 
seeds of scientific success, continued to water the seed, which 
blossomed into three BT Young Scientist titles making our school 
the envy of many other educational establishments.  

It must be said that most of all, Seán is a proud family man.  
Everybody who knows him will have heard him refer to his 
family.  The constant support of his wife, Marie has enabled him 
to help so many of us.  He can be rightly proud of his daughter, 
Saorlath and son Cathal, who are pursuing careers in human 
rights and medicine respectively.

Seán is a pleasure to work with and is a privilege to know.  He 
is more than just a popular principal or a terrific teacher, but is 
a loyal friend to all at Kinsale Community School.  Our school 
motto states that we are “All together in learning” and all of us 
have learnt so much from this humble and honourable man, 
whose place in our hearts is assured. 

Seán knows that you don’t simply retire from something, you 
retire to something and on behalf of the school community, I 
now wish him well.  A wonderful piece of advice I came across 
which reminds me of Seán utterly is “Don’t act your age in 
retirement, act the inner young person you have always been”.  

Ms Kathleen O’Brien
Deputy Principal
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Tháinig Séan Ó’Broin go Cionn tSáile sa bhlian 1996 
nuair a tháinig Scoil Banríon na Corónach Mhuire 
agus an Gairmscoil le chéile.  Ceapadh é mar leas-
phríomhoide ar an scoil nua a bhí díreach tógtha, 
“Scoil Phobail Chionn tSáile”.

Thuill sé meas láithreach ó mhúinteoirí, ó dhaltaí ó 
thuistí.  D’oibrigh sé go dian dícheallach ar son óige 
Chionn tSáile agust chaith sé go fial leo i gcónaí.  
Fear mór Gaelainne é i gconaí a chothaigh suim 
agus grá sa teanga timpeall na scoile.  Labharaíonn 
iar-scolaírí faoi go ceanúil agus iad ag cuimhneamh 
siar an na ranganna Gaeilge agus Staire a thóg sé leo 
ó am go chéile.  

Bhí focal aige do gach éinne agus léirigh sé suim i 
ngach aon duine i gcónaí.  Nuair a labhair Seán leat 
bhí a fhios agat go raibh a aird ort go hiomlán.

Seasann cuimhne amháin amach in aigne an uile 
dhalta; an chéad uair ar bhuail siad leis agus iad 
rang a sé sa bhunscoil.  Labhair sé leo faoi na cearta 
a bheadh acu i Scoil Phobail Chionn tSáile.  Bheadh 
sé de cheart acu foghlaim go sona gan bhullaíocht 
agus láncead acu a bheith difriúil “go pointe áirithe”.

Bhí suim aige in imeachtaí uile na scoile agus 
thacaigh sé le hÉolaithe, le hImreoirí Spóirt, le 
ceoltoirí, le hIntleachtóirí, le lucht dramaíochta, le 
gach einne a bhain le saol na scoile.  

Dúirt an Riordánach gur “Chuala sé an ceoil i 
gcainteana dhún Chaoin…”.  Chuala Seán Ó’Broin 
ceol i ngnáthrithim na scoile seo i gcónaí.  

Braithfimid uainn an fear ard uasal.  

 Ms. G. Sheehy agus Ms. D. Dempsey 

It is a testament to the man that I found it so difficult to put together ‘just 
a few words’ on Seán O’Broin.  My first efforts began, ‘there are many Seán 
O’Broins …’, I abandoned that.  The second effort, after a promising start 
began to sound like an obituary.  Worse still, I abandoned that.  

So I paused to consider what was the essential quality in Seán that had 
guided him to achieve so much?  What made him an inspirational educator?  
What is it that has earned him such admiration and respect?  And so I 
wondered what it was that defined the essence of Seán’s life and work, I 
remembered the words of Miss Maudie Atkinson in “To Kill A Mockingbird”.  
Seeking to explain to the Finch children just why their father was so special 
she says “… if your father is anything, he is civilised in his heart”.

This I think, is the essence of Seán.  He is an innately, intensely civilised 
man.  He embodies what it is to be a Christian, a scholar, a gentleman, 
an educator, and a leader.  It is this civilised and civilising quality that has 
been at the heart of his life’s work as an educator, especially here in Kinsale 
Community School.  

Where is the proof of this?  It is all around us.  The community gathered 
here in the school, our pupils, past and present and our staff;  all of which 
are proof of his commitment and his success.  It has been Seán’s life’s work 
to ensure the continuity of civil society through education and it has been 
done superlatively. 

Now it is up to the rest of us from here on to honour this achievement by 
ensuring the tradition is carried on to the same high standard.  As for Seán 
himself – well lifelong learning is something he is committed to.  He is also 
a lover of books, of the insight, the wisdom, the joy that comes through 
reading.  I wish Seán many many years of scholarship to come, the time 
to explore new fields and enjoy the company of his family and friends 
throughout the next adventure.  

On behalf of everyone Seán, thank you for your wholehearted commitment 
to the whole community for the friendship, the leadership and innovation.  
We wish you continued health and happiness in the future.

Rob Burgin
Teacher
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When Mr O Broin announced his retirement, my first thoughts 
were of shock and that the students, teachers, support staff and 
parents were losing a much respected principal, colleague and 
friend.  I have often been in the school and I have seen first-
hand the mutual respect and rapport between Mr O Broin and 
his students.

In my time on the Parents Association Committee I have 
seen Mr O Broin’s care and concern for all the students shine 

through, in all that he does.  It is his desire that the students 
make the most of their talents in the academic, sporting and 
musical fields.  It is obvious, when talking to Mr O Broin, how 
proud he is of all the students, both present and past, of their 
various successes.  He never misses an opportunity to say how 
proud he is of his students, teachers and the wider community 
and their involvement in making Kinsale Community School one 
of the best community schools in Ireland.  His dedication to the 
school is obvious.

Mr O Broin has been nothing but helpful accommodating and 
courteous in my dealings with him.  Nothing is too much trouble 
for him.  For parents his door was always open and whenever he 
was needed he always made time to listen and address issues 
that concerned parents.

On behalf of all the parents in the school I would like to take 
the opportunity to wish Mr O Broin and his family well in his 
retirement and he will be sorely missed by all.  Many thanks Mr 
O Broin for your years of dedication and care to our children.

Mary Cotter
Chairperson Parents Assocation.

In 1996, Mr O’Broin joined the new Community School here in 
Kinsale as Deputy Principal. 
Although it wasn’t until 11 years later that we met the man 
himself I’m sure most of us remember our first encounter with 
Mr O’Broin.  Thinking back, he was all about the students.  This 
concept was completely reinforced when we entered as first 
years in 2007.  The days Mr O’Broin covered our classes were 
always the ones to look forward to.  On the days when Másteir 
Ó Bhroin took our Irish classes bhí an tuiseal guinideach idir 
lámha againn gan dabht!

As Principal Mr O’Broin had a very tough act to follow.  Having 
spent years getting to know the people of Kinsale, Sr.Mary held a 
highly respected role in our area as well as achieving a variety of 
success across the board.  But it was no surprise that Mr O’Broin 

maintained and even improved 
our standard of academic and 
extra-curricular success in KCS.  
This success realistically would not 
have been possible without his 
support.  From All-Ireland Hurling 
and All-Ireland Camogie glory to 
All-Ireland Golf and All-Ireland 
Basketball titles.  And of course 
our Young Scientists - with a 
special shout-out to the 32 of this 
year, who as a result of countless 
announcements on the intercom, 
we will never forget - Sir, “We are 
the champions!”

Mr O’Broin always had our best 
interests at heart, he was very 
good at his job and was very much 
student orientated.  Many of you 
are aware of the recent revelation 
of “the secret” which Mr O’Broin 

claims to be responsible for our success.  He praises everyone 
behind the scenes, and obviously those on the stage, everyone 
except himself.  But what we’ve realised in our past six years 
here is that he is the secret to our success.

Chun focal a rá, as a theanga féin.  Mhol agus molann an Maistir 
ár guid oibre gan stad gan staonadh.  Agus aontaímid go mór leis 
an seanfhocal “Molann an obair an fear.”  Go raibh míle maith 
agat a Mhaistir Uí Bhroin agus tá siúil againn go mbainfaidh tú 
taitneamh agus síocháin as d’am scoir.

Claire Murphy & Kevin Whelton (6th Year)
Head Girl & Head Boy
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Sean O Broin has become a  very good friend to Kinsale since 
he started in the Community School back in 1996. In his role as 
Deputy Principal and subsequently as Principal, Sean has played 
a hugely important role in education in Kinsale.

For any town similar in size to Kinsale the local secondary school 
is a place of almost sacred importance.  On it we place the 
onerous burden of bringing on the next generation.  The school 
belongs to all of us, not just to the youngsters.  This is because it 
is here that our children mature, gain independence and obtain 
the necessary skills necessary to carry them through life. 

Sean has helped put Kinsale on the national map with the 
quality of education delivered year after 
year.  It is said that in a work environment 
motivation and staff morale come from 
the top down.  Sean has consistently 
managed to effectively harness the 
strengths of his staff to bring out the best 
in students in both academic pursuits 
and extracurricular activities. 

Many of our children have participated 
in Young Scientists Competition, Sports 
at local and national level, Cappanalea 
trips,  European excursions, school 
musicals, Gaisce, debating etc.  The 
roads leading into the town regularly 
display signs telling of the schools latest 
success.  Many of us have celebrated our 
own children’s’ Junior and Leaving Cert 
results and seen them move onto third 
level education and employment.

On behalf of Kinsale Town Council I would 
like to wish Sean O Broin every happiness 
in his forthcoming retirement.

Billy Lynch
Mayor of Kinsale

Ba mhaith liom cúpla focal a rá faoin Maistir 
Ó Broin ar son dhaltaí na scoile.  Is cuimhin 
liom agus is cuimhin libhse an chéad uair 
a bhuaileamar leis an Maistir Ó Broin.  Sa 
bhunscoil a bhíomar, rang a cúig nó rang a 
sé nuair a thainig an fear ard isteach.  Bhí sé 
cairdiúil agus bhí sé cainteach.   Dúirt sé go 
mbeadh trí chearta again i Scoil Phobail Cionn 
tSáile; bhí sé de cheart againn foghlaim, bhí 
sé de cheart again a bheith difriúil agus ní 
raibh sé de cheart ag aon duine bulaíocht a 
dhéanamh orainn.  Thuigeamar láithreach 
go raibh an Maistir Ó Broin údarásach agus 
dáríre.  Níor thaitin pleidhcíocht leis, fós 
inniú ní thaitníonn pleidhcíocht leis!  Nuair a 
thángamar isteach, chonaiceamar é gach uile 
lá ag súil síos agus suas na dorchlaí ag coiméad 
súile géire ar chúrsaí.  Bhí sé agus bíonn sé i 
gconaí gníomhach.  Ní hé an t-iománaí ar an 
gclaí! Labhrann sé le gach dalta a chasann air 
timpeall na scoile, bíonn focal aige do gach 
dalta.  Déanann sé sin difríocht mhór duinn 
mar dhaltaí. “Mol an óige agus tiocfaidh sí”, 
sin é a mhana agus is mór againn é.  Tacaíonn 

sé le himeachtaí na scoile go léir- fóirne spóirt, tionscnaimh 
éagsúla, díospóireachtaí, clubanna.  Bíonn a fhios aige i gconaí 
cad a bhíonn ar súil.  Rud símplí ach rud tabhachtach ag an am 
chéana.  Cúpla uair i rith na bliana bhí seans ag mo rang Gaeilge 
an Maistir Ó Broin a fheiscint sa tseomra ranga.  Is aoibhinn leis 
an Ghaelige.  Labhair sé linn le fonn faoin Tuiseal Ginneadach- 
is múinteoir díograiseach é agus is príomhide díograiseach é.  
Anois tá tú ag éirí as an bpost seo a phríomhide.  Ar son dhaltaí 
na scoile, guím gach rath ort anois.  Míle buíochas as gach rud 
a rinne tú ar ár son.

Therese Collins (6th Year)
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Along with Mindfulness Ideation has 
been another buzz word of 2013. It is 
all about imagination, innovation and 
entrepreneurship. Ideation is about 
bringing an idea from concept to 
product. It is the process that keeps 
650,000 viewers riveted to Dragons 
Den every week.

Kinsale and District Lions Club in 
conjunction with Intel Ireland brought 
ideation to Kinsale when a 2 day 
intensive workshop was given to all 108 
transition Year students in September 
2013. In  groups of six each team had 
to come up with an idea that would 
make a difference to the life of senior 
citizens. Each team had a mentor 
who gently guided and sometimes 
prodded them through the process 
of developing an idea and attempting 
to bring it to the marketplace. Teams 
then presented their idea to a panel 
of Dragons who chose the one that 
who would represent us at the final in 
Leixlip.

The winning Kinsale  team consisted of 
Egle Janusauskaite, Elizabeth Keogh, 
Emily McCarthy, Fergal O’Brien, Shane 
Lanigan and Cormac Gibson.  Their idea 

was an  E WATCH which would be worn by 
a person suffering from mild to moderate 
Alzheimer’s. This watch would be pre-
programmed by a carer/pharmacist etc 
to ring when it was time to take a tablet, 
eat etc. At Intel HQ in Leixlip the judges 
were highly impressed by the calibre of 
our team’s presentation though we did 
not win the ultimate prize of a trip to 
Intel world headquarters in Silicon Valley, 
California, USA. 

Huge thanks to the Kinsale Lions for all 
their time and effort. In particular we 
remember Lion Denis Healy who was 
behind the project from the beginning 
but who very sadly died shortly after the 
Kinsale Ideation camp. President Eamonn 
Jackson took up the mantle of mentoring 
and we are very grateful for that. Thanks 
also to Ms Meaney for lots of hours 
coaching the team and to Mr Cierans for 
liaising with the Lions Club. 

The skills learned will be invaluable to all 
in a world where new thinking will be the 
key to future employment.

Ms Niamh Hay
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This year the students who competed 
in the BT Young Scientist and 
Technology Exhibition in the RDS, 
Dublin were all invited to visit the EMC 
Centre of Excellence in Ovens, Cork.  
On the 3rd of April the students took a 
bus out to the Ovens plant.  There we 
were met by a team of staff that work 
in the plant.  We were very warmly 
welcomed to the plant and told what 
the day had in store for us.  We were 
first introduced to a number of the 
members of staff.  They all came from 
various different parts of the company 
and had different points to tell us 
about their job.  We met everyone 
from the students in the company to 
some of the founding members of 
the Ovens plant.  We learnt a lot from 
them as they told us about their jobs 
but we also contributed as they asked 
us questions about our projects and 
the work involved in doing them.  We 
were told some of the history of the 
plant and about what EMC do around the world and where they 
are based.  We were all very impressed with the presentation 
and learnt a lot about what a great company EMC is.  We were 
all left amazed at the end of the presentation as they finished 
with a video which showed some of the astonishing facts about 
our future.

The next part of our visit included us getting into teams.  Each 
team was given twenty pieces of Spaghetti, a yard of string, a 
yard of sellotape and a marshmallow, which we were warned 
not to eat.  We were then given twenty minutes to form as 

tall a tower as we could but at the end it had to support the 
marshmallow.  We all began making different shapes and going 
about it in different ways.  However at the end of the day it was 
the three winning young scientist girls that managed to build 
the tallest structure proving they can excel in many fields.

Once finished with the frustration of constructing our structures 
we were brought on a tour of the plant.  We were showed the 
factory floor where all the different work goes on and where all 
the tests are preformed.  We were showed where everything 
is first put together, through all the different testing areas and 
then all the way through to where they finally pack everything 

up and send it off to the shipped away to all 
over the world.  We were all truly amazed by 
how big the plant was and everything that 
is done there.  When we came to the end of 
our tour we were brought into a room with 
robots.  We were then given the opportunity 
to play with the robots and see who the best 
operator was.  We had some very fun battles 
here.  Once we finished here we saw a few 
more places before we were brought back to 
our original room where we were privileged 
enough to meet the Vice President of the 
Ovens EMC plant.  Here we heard some words 
of wisdom which gave an end to our trip.
I think it can be easily said that we all really 
enjoyed our trip to the EMC Centre of 
Excellence in Ovens and that we all learnt a 
lot from the experience while having a great 
time.

Fiona O’ Donovan (5th Year)
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This academic year has seen much success for Kinsale 
Community School’s Senior Irish Debating Team in the national 
debating competition Díospóireacht an Phiarsaigh organised 
by Gael Linn. Preparations began early in September, when 
Jennifer Ryan, Danielle McGregor, Therese Collins, Ashling 
Moloney and Aoife Keating spent many lunchtimes practising 
and honing their debating skills as Gaeilge.  

The first round took the team to Regina Mundi College in mid-
November where they proposed the motion that T.D.s and 
Senators should be allowed to wear their choice of clothes in 
the houses of the Oireachtas.  They had a decisive win over 
Regina Mundi College and St. Colman’s College Midleton.    
The second round brought an interesting motion to oppose – 
that Ireland was entitled to be called the Land of Saints and 
Scholars.  After much consideration and brainstorming, well-
thought out arguments were formulated and the team headed 
for Clonakilty.  Indeed their performance was highly rated with 
murmurs of “Tough stuff” to be heard from the Chairperson 
after Aoife Keating’s strident rebuttals.  Kinsale advanced to 
the third round, securing victory over St. Mary’s, Macroom and 
Rossa College, Skibbereen.  With the Munster Final in sight, the 
team worked diligently to oppose the motion that the second 
level curriculum is appropriate to today’s society.  In spite of 
the pressure of Pre-Examinations, each member argued their 
position excellently.  The adjudicators commented on the high 
calibre debating on the night, which made their decision very 
difficult. 

 It was unfortunate that Kinsale did not progress to the Munster 
Final.  However, huge credit is due to the team for their 
dedication and commitment and all the more so, when one 
considers that all this was trí mheán na Gaeilge.  There can be 
no doubt that this experience and lessons learnt will stand to 
these students in the examination hall, but more importantly, in 
life.  It is also a powerful indication that the future of the Irish 
language is secure when so many young people take part so 
enthusiastically in such events. 
Treise leis an bhfoireann!  Go n-éirí go geal leo amach anseo! 

Donna Ní Dhíomsaigh
Múinteoir Gaeilge
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One of the highlights of the TY year was the school tour to Barcelona. The visit to the 
cosmopolitan European city was eagerly awaited as TY 2013 drew to a close. Little did 
we know how much could be packed into a 5 day trip when we boarded the flight at Cork 
airport.

Without a minute wasted we had barely landed when the bus whisked us off to Park 
Guell one of the architectural wonders of Spanish architect Antonio Gaudi. Here we got 
the first feel of 25 degree sunshine on our skin and quickly we forgot the windswept 
shore we had left behind only 4 hours previously.

 The guided tour of Barcelona introduced us to a city that most of us long to return to. 
The yet unfinished Sagrada Familia, Montjuic, La Ramblas enthralled us. Home was never 
far away as we were delayed in the traffic by a teachers union protesting against austerity 
cutbacks.

Highlights also included a cable car trip, a very educational visit to the interactive science 
museum and of course the free time in the gigantic Maremagnum shopping mall on the 
waterfront.  Evening activities included bowling and the House of Illusion Magic show 
where some of our group were chosen to come on stage much to the amusement of 
everyone. The long days sightseeing were rewarded with time at the beach once we 
returned to our hotel in the evening.  It must be said that the sun and the heat added 
hugely to the enjoyment of the tour.
Our base for the week was the Eurosalou Hotel in the beachside resort of Salou 100 
kms to the south of Barcelona.  This hotel must be praised for the quality and more 
importantly the quantity of the breakfast and dinner buffets.  We helped ourselves 
liberally much to the amusement of the ‘normal’ guests who stared in awe at our boys 
who returned several times to the buffet to heap another kilo of food onto their plates. 
Any subsequent reports of food shortages in the area can probably be traced to the male 
students in our group.

A very tired but very happy group of students and teachers returned to Kinsale  on 
Sunday. We thank the teachers who accompanied us..Mr Cierans, Ms Hay, Ms Brosnan, 
Mr Corcoran and everybody’s Mammy for the week Aine Ryan.

Tony Cierans
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At the beginning of the year, Nicola Creedon, our bank 
representative, came to the school and gave us a presentation 
about the Build a Bank challenge.  The Build a Bank Challenge is 
where a team of 8 Transition years (6 members and 2 substitutes) 
open up a bank within the school for the use of all students.  
The whole idea behind the competition was to run a bank in 
an innovative and fun way and then to present your bank to a 
group of judges in the regional finals.  A few weeks later after 
receiving the presentation, anyone who wished to become part 
of the team had to give their CV’s and an application form to 
Nicola and shortly afterwards we were interviewed.  After a 
tough job of picking the team, the members of Smurf Savers 
were selected; Bank Manager, Katie Wall, Assistant Manager, 
Eimear Nyhan, Auditor, Sinead Walsh, Sales and Marketing 
Manager, Caoimhe Reilly, the two Tellers, Eimear Crowley and 
Emily McCarthy, and finally, wo substitutes Eoin Hurley and Tori 
Gimblett. 

In the beginning, we surveyed 100 students from 1st to 5th 
year about our bank and how we could improve it.  The results 
of our survey influenced our bank to; bring in a loyalty card 
scheme, entice people with sweets, cakes and chocolate bars, 
and to advertise our bank more around the school by putting 
up posters, making an announcement every week and creating 
a Facebook page.  We also promoted our bank by creating a 
music video (that could not have been made without the 
support of our friends in 4th and 5th year who took part and 
videoed it).  We were also interviewed by Mr JJ Hurley and an 
article and picture of our bank was printed in the The Southern 
Star, Carrigdohn and The West Cork Times. 

We brought in a Summer Savings scheme to influence students 
to start saving their money for the summer holidays.  We 
raffled off a €15 voucher to the Kinsale surf shop and on our 
final opening of the bank we gave out free ice creams.  We also 
raffled off a €15 voucher to the Kinsale Sport shop to increase 
involvement of boys in our bank!

Each week we had a different event when we opened the 
bank in order to keep our customers interested and to create 
a fun atmosphere.  We had a Christmas, Valentines, Sister Act, 
Saint Patricks, Easter, Internet banking and Summer day.  We 
played music, dressed up and gave out sweets, cakes and prizes 
according to the theme.

We organised two cake sales.  The first one was in aid of the Pink 
Ribbon walk and we raised €110.  We then had a second bake 
sale to fund our bank and its competitions and prizes where we 
raised €70.

Our Regional final was held in Silver Springs at the end of 
February.  There were 25 other teams there and only the top 
4 got through to the national finals in Dublin.  Unfortunately 
we did not get through but we were then entered into a new 
competition called Build on Build a Bank which is a smaller 
version and is exclusively for Cork schools.  We sent off our 
report and we are waiting to hear about how we did.

Although we didn’t know each other very well at the beginning 
of this venture, we soon became a very close team and we 
worked well together.  We evenly split the work and met up 
with each other in the evenings and during midterm in order 
to put together our presentation for the regional finals.  I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our parents 
for providing us with biscuits and for putting up with our noise 
during these meetings!  We have built up strong relationships 
with each other which we have the bank to thank for. 

I speak on behalf of all members of the bank when I say that 
the school bank was one of the highlights of Transition Year for 
us.  It managed to keep us very busy and there was never a 
dull moment!  We learned valuable lessons about the world of 
banking and of advertising but most importantly we experienced 
success.  We opened 84 accounts, 20 internet banking accounts 
and we received €1043.18 worth of lodgements.  We would like 
to thank all of the students who opened an account with us and 
lodged money and we would also like to apologise to anyone 
who did sign up because we chased you with a Kinder Bueno!  
We would also like to thank Mr. Hayes for always being there 
for us and for his support throughout the whole year. Thank 
you very much. 
Katie Wall and all the Smurf Savers Team

Transition Year students Caoimhe Reilly, Katie Wall, Eimear 
Nyhan, Eoin Hurley, Eimear Crowley and Sheilann O’Meara 
presenting a cheque to Caoilfin Collins of Collins Pharmacy 
Kinsale for €110.00 raised by Smurf Savers, School Bank for the 
Pink Ribbon Walk in Kinsale in aid of Breast Cancer Research.

PINK RIBBON WALK
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The Music department in KCS are always extremely busy and this year was no 
exception.  In January band members Troy Dillon, Natalia Bakula, Liam Griffin, Mr John 
O’Brien, Ms Mairéad Scully and Ms Bríd Kearney participated in our very successful 
and entertaining school show “Sister Act”.  In April we were fortunate enough to be 

paid a visit by singer/song writer Jimmy Crowley who performed for a number of our 
students.  The Traditional Irish Group were also busy playing an impromptu selection of pieces for our French Exchange friends.  In 
recent weeks they also performed at a gathering of the school to wish our Principal Mr Seán O’Broin the best on his retirement.

Jimmy Crowley Liam Griffin (Y3), Mr John O’Brien & Ms Mairéad Scully

Natalia Bakula & Troy Dillon

School choir rehearsing for our annual school mass

Trad Group Performing for French Exchange Friends

Ms Kearney & Natalia Bakula at rehearsals for Sister Act

Principal Mr Sean O Broin, Jimmy Crowley & students

Sister Act Band Members

Traditional Irish Group
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This year has been a very busy and creative year in Mr O’Connell’s Engineering room.  Here you can enjoy a small sample of projects 
by various students including Junior Cert projects, Candle Holders for Decorative Metalwork prepared by 5th year students and 
Masks by Transition Year students. 

Crane Vending Machine by Jack O Reilly (Y6)

Crane Vending Machine by Levi Fallon (Y6)

Bulldozer by Alan Ahern (Y3) Dragstar by Jack McCarthy (Y2)

Jeep by James Ryan (Y3)

Hovercraft by Cian Mahony (Y2)

Motorbike by James Barry (Y2)
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Dragstar by Jack McCarthy (Y2)

Jeep by James Ryan (Y3)

Hovercraft by Cian Mahony (Y2)

Motorbike by James Barry (Y2)

This was yet another busy term for L.C.V.P. students who 
continued in their studies in Enterprise and Preparation for the 
World of Work.  Students prepared for and completed work 
placements in a variety of places of enterprise and many had 
an opportunity to witness first-hand the drive, enthusiasm 
and challenges facing entrepreneurs today.  This was all made 
possible due to the continued support of local employers.

Fifth year students from Ms. Brosnan and Ms. OMahony’s L.C.V.P. 
class participated in a visit out to an enterprise as part of their 
studies for their leaving certificate.  Students were provided 
with a guided tour of Cork International Airport Hotel.  It was 
quite an interactive event where students were encouraged to 
ask questions and were shown areas such as the restaurant, 
reception area, guest rooms and the most exciting of all the 
relaxation lounge.  Students learned about the various aspects 
involved in the day-to-day running of an enterprise, facilities on 
offer to hotel guests, as well as the skills and qualities required 
by employees in various areas, ranging from management 
to catering.  Both classes were enthralled and in awe of the 
unique design of the hotel and learned about the inspiration 
of the architectural designs.  Much to their delight, students 
received complimentary coffee, tea and biscuits after diligently 
completing their individual reports!!

We were also fortunate to welcome Mr. Tom O’ Reilly from the 
Kinsale Branch of the Irish Red Cross who outlined the history 
and work of the organisation in the Kinsale Region.  He also 
gave us an insight into his own experience of working with this 
voluntary organisation.  

Susan Permain, Education Officer with the Society of Saint 
Vincent de Paul informed us of the constant range of challenges 
facing this organisation. We were encouraged not to make 
judgements about people based on their appearances and 
apparent circumstances.  In addition to direct assistance, 
SVP tries to promote self-sufficiency, enabling people to help 
themselves while maintaining dignity at all times.
Ms Kelly & Ms Brosnan

L.C.V.P.

LCVP Visit to Cork Int Airport Hotel

Susan Permain, St Vincent de Paul

Au Revoir
This year the French Dept was lucky to be granted a French 
Assistant from the exchange scheme run between the French 
and Irish governments.  Jean Sebastien arrived in September 
and immediately developed a rapport with students of all 
levels.

He gave classes on French culture to First and Second Years 
providing insights into the culture of his region of Lorraine an 
area with thriving agriculture, food industry and university 
life  along with its historical sights associated with the second 
world war. 

Jean Sebastian was at all times available to help students 
with their grammar and his role in  preparation for the 
Leaving Cert French Oral exam was greatly taken advantage 
of by senior students who found the actual oral test far less 
daunting after the regular practice sessions. 
One student commented that without Jean Sebastian’s help 
he would have been overwhelmed in the oral exam but the 
regular practice helped calm his nerves and made the real 
one far more manageable.

We wish Jean Sebastien good luck on his return to France.

First year French classes organised a French breakfast in 
December.  A traditional French breakfast of croissants, pain au 
chocolat, baguette, hot chocolate and coffee was thoroughly 
enjoyed by students.  The students made a huge effort in 
planning the event. A French themed café was created in the 
classroom: posters, French menus and French music were 
organised. All students made great efforts to speak French and 
practice their newly acquired vocabulary. 
Ms. Flavin

French Breakfast
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On Wednesday, March 20th, in the National Basketball Arena in 
Tallaght, Kinsale Community School’s Under 19 boys basketball 
team won the All-Ireland Schools’ League Final, defeating St. 
Columb’s Derry by 49 points to 44.  And how it was celebrated, 
with the All-Ireland, County and Most Valuable Player Awards 
(M.V.P. - Jordan O’Connell) on display in a packed gymnasium 
the following day, by all the pupils and staff of the school.  

Their dedication, stamina and sacrifice throughout their 11- 
match unbeaten campaign was praised by Principal Mr. Seán 
Ó Broin. 

The team defeated St. Fachtna’s De La Salle, Skibbereen, 
Carrigaline Community School, Rochestown College, Coláiste 
an Spioraid Naomh, Bishopstown, Glanmire Community College 
and Patrician Academy, Mallow to emerge County Champions.

In Neptune Stadium, in the All-Ireland Qualifiers, victory over 
Mount Temple, Dublin, C.B.S. Tramore and Pobalscoil Inbhear 
Sceine, Kenmare saw Kinsale progress to the All-Ireland 
Semifinal. This semifinal was played in Tipperary Town against 
C.B.S. Portlaoise, requiring 3 periods of overtime before Kinsale 
emerged as All-Ireland Finalists.

In the final, a bright start in the first quarter by Kinsale was 
counteracted by St. Columb’s Derry who led by 2 points at half 
time. However, a powerful final quarter saw Kinsale storm to a 
5 point win and scenes of jubilation in the National Basketball 
Arena.  Mateusz Rudak, as captain, was presented with the All-

Ireland trophy in front of the many spectators who travelled to 
the final - pupils, past pupils and parents.  

The team and coaching staff would like to express their sincere 
gratitude to:  School Principal Mr. Seán Ó Broin, Deputy Principal 
Ms. Kathleen O’Brien, the Board of Management  and staff of 
K.C.S., Mr. Tom Harvey, father of team-member David, who 
ran a training session with the team in Riverstick and gave the 
team a major insight into what was required to be successful. 
Tom also travelled to Dublin from the U.S., on the morning of 
the Final, to support the team.  For his work and support, the 
team wish to convey their sincere thanks to Tom.  Riverstick 
Community Centre’s Board, especially Trish Pounds ( for taking 
and accommodating our bookings) and Lydia Coleman of the 
Babbling Brook ( for always supplying the keys when required), 
for the provision of their Hall.  Our lucky charm Denis O’ 
Mahony, bus driver, and Kiely’s Coaches.  Past pupils Shane 
Mooney and Francesco Fiorini for their help with training.  
Camera crew, Statisticians and Table Officials: Clare Tyner, 
Nicola Coleman, Aaron O’Sullivan, Elizabeth Keogh, Nicholas 
Dunne, Nathan Barlow, Paul Harrington, Daniel Lawton, Cian 
Ring and James O’ Mahony.  Pupils who helped in the hosting 
of our All- Ireland Qualifiers in Neptune Stadium: Mary O’ 
Mahony, Caoimhe Reilly, Alana McCarthy , Elizabeth Keogh, 
Cáitriona O’ Reilly, Sarah O’ Donovan, Grace Cronin, Christine 
Keohane and those parents who gave of their time on the 
day to ensure the successful running of the event. Mr. Gerard 
Hogan ( P.E. Teacher) for his patience in the use of the gym and 
in accompanying our supporters to Dublin, as did Ms. Maria 

Booklet.indd   16 30/05/2013   14:18:57



Page 17

Brosnan ( also Photographer on the day), Ms. Aine McKenna, 
Ms. Aisling Hogan and Deputy Principal  Ms. Kathleen O’ Brien.  
Our supporters ( parents, family, pupils and past pupils) who 
travelled to the All- Ireland Semifinal in Tipp Town and the All- 
Ireland Final in Dublin.  Parents of our players for your support 
and encouragement throughout the year.

In the words of the team: “Thanks to all who helped to make 
our dreams come true”.

Team: Mateusz Rudak(Captain), Timmy Broderick, Troy Dillon, 
Jordan O’Connell, Chris Dunne, Jack Deegan, Oliver Cateysson, 
Brian O’Leary, Jake Collins, David Harvey, Sean Gambier-Ross, 
Eoin Healy, Liam Cronin, Richard Hogan, Aaron O’Sullivan, Daniel 
Lawton, Paul Harrington, Cian Ring, Nathan Barlow, James 
O’Mahony, Jeremiah Corkery and Karolis Zaleskis.  Coaching 
Staff: Ms. Marie Hayes, Ms. Elaine Bennett, Ms. Aisling Hogan 
and Ms. Aine McKenna.

Basketball Champions – A Student’s Perspective

“A winner is someone who recognizes his God-given talents, 
works his tail off to develop them into skills, and uses these 
skills to accomplish his goals.” – Larry Bird.

The video camera is shaking, the crowd is roaring, and you 
think you’re on the verge of a heart attack. You’re buzzing with 
anticipation, all because of the three minutes left on the clock. 
Three minutes. That’s all it takes. Three minutes and the U19 
boys were All Ireland Basketball Champions. The effort and 
determination they put in, the countless hours of lunchtime 
and after school trainings. The games where they were tested, 
pushed to their absolute limit, and then pushed even further. 
The injuries, the perseverance, the coaching, the teamwork. In 
the end, boils down to just three minutes. 

From the moment the ball was placed into Kinsale’s hands, the 
team were gung ho. They were smart about their passing and 
intuitive about their defending. Not an easy thing to do when 
you’re up against one of the best point guards in Ireland, but 
it was no problem for Jordan O Connell, who might I add was 
given MVP, an award bestowed to the best player. It was both 
beautiful and terrifying to watch some of the best teenage 
basketball players in the country performing at their best. St 
Columbs didn’t make it easy on them. For every point Kinsale 

scored, the Derry side would come back and match it.

It really was anyone’s game, the scoreboard kept bouncing back 
and forth between St Columbs of Derry and Kinsale. Tensions 
were high as team captain Matty Rudak took a tumble and was 
taken off court with Ollie Cateysson coming on the take his 
place.  Kinsale persisted and held their own. With Troy Dillon, 
Jack Deegan and Timmy Broderick getting basket after basket, 
it was no wonder that when Mattie bounced back on, the team 
were on fire again. But St Columbs were strong, and would not 
back down easily. There were a few close calls that had the 
stadium up on its feet in anticipation. With the seconds ticking 
away, it was some of Chris Dunne’s superb skill that got the boys 
the opportunity they needed. 

 Then suddenly those three minutes were up. And after months 
of living and breathing basketball under the watchful eye of 
coaches Ms. Hayes and Ms. Bennett, the boys had the game 
in the bag. With an uproar of screaming and cheering from the 
Kinsale team and supporters, the video camera was forgotten 
about as the stadium was flooded with a sea of blue. The 
overwhelming joy of the victory was clear on everyone’s faces, 
and as the team stood on the podium and rightfully received 
their trophy, I realized that Larry Bird knew exactly what he was 
on about. 

Elizabeth Keogh (TY)
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Cappanalea was again the testing ground for 84 second year 
students who braved the elements spending 3 days in the wilds 
of the Kerry Mountains. This long anticipated trip lived up to its 
reputation putting the students through challenges hardly seen 
nowadays by our cossetted teenagers!

Our trip started with a cultural element when we visited 
Muckross House. Once again the guides complimented our 
students on their politeness and interest…this always lifts the 
spirits and hopes for the long weekend ahead.

Cappanalea is located on Carragh Lake 8 miles outside 
Killorglin…25 miles outside Killarney…you get the gist! It is very 
remote with almost no mobile phone signal and no tv…how will 
they survive!!!

Well survive they do…and thrive even as they breathe in the 
Kerry air and launch themselves into the designated activities 
of kayaking, abseiling, orienteering and hillwalking. These 
activities continue hail or shine and reports from the frontline 
say that the adrenalin rush is far greater in inclement weather.
The trip isn’t all about activity though. In fact a far more 
important element is the networking that takes place between 
students. Some who have hardly spoken to others find 
themselves co dependant in an activity. The same weekend 
programme is run for companies for corporate team building 
which breaks down barriers and develops a sense of shared 
goals and responsibilities.

Huge thanks to Ms Dullea, Ms Hay and Ms Scanlon for giving up 
their time to make these two weekends possible.

Tony Cierans
Tour LeaderTour Leader

Huge thanks to Ms Dullea, Ms Hay and Ms Scanlon for giving up 
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Kinsale Community School recently welcomed 29 French 
students from the Lycée d’Audiberti in Antibes. The students 
spent one week in the homes of Transition Year pupils from the 
9th to the 16th April and attended school during this period. 
They followed classes with their exchange partner and received 
intensive English classes. While the primary objective of the 
exchange is to improve their English language skills, it also 
provides the students an opportunity to immerse themselves 
in Irish life and culture. 

The French students discovered Kinsale on a walking tour and 
Charlesfort on a guided tour. They also visited Cork City.  Not 
only did they attend local GAA matches, they were coached by 
GAA trainers … our very own Transition Year students! 

Our traditional Irish music group entertained French students 
with an impromptu concert much to their delight!  The French 
exchange students all enjoyed their trip immensely and many 
thanks to the host families and pupils.

This year’s exchange was a huge success and some of our Irish 
students have already planned a return trip to Antibes this 
summer! The French-Irish relations are continuing to develop 

as the preparations for next year’s exchange are already 
underway! The Irish students and French teachers will travel to 
Antibes in October for one week, where they will attend school 
and various events hosted for them by the Twinning Association. 

Ms. Flavin
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Past Pupil – Saoirse de Bont
Saoirse graduated from Kinsale Community School in 2002. She went on to study 
Applied Psychology in University College Cork before conducting a Masters in the 
UK and within ten years of  leaving KCS she had lived and worked in countries as 
diverse as Peru, India and Kenya.

There is no doubt that her experience in KCS greatly influenced her later activities. 
While at the school, she was involved in multiple school shows, played on the 
school basketball team, and achieved her Bronze, Silver and Gold Gaisce awards.  
However, it was through debating that KCS was a particular influence. Saoirse 
represented KCS in both Irish and English debating, and was one of the members 
of the team that reached the Concern Debates National Final in 2000 under the 
guidance of Catherine O’ Byrne.  Catherine’s influence inspired Saoirse’s interest 
in development and social issues, which continued after leaving KCS. During her 
time in UCC she was the President of the St Vincent de Paul Society and travelled 
to Belarus on three occasions with the Belarussian Orphanage Project.  In the 
summer of her graduation she spent three months in India teaching children 
in a slum in Delhi.  After this experience she volunteered in both Peru and 
Bolivia before returning to the UK to do an MPhil in Development Studies at the 
University of Oxford. 

As a result of her academic and extra-curricular experiences, following her 
Masters Saoirse was recruited by the Irish government to work with the United 
Nations in India. In 2009 she joined the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), working on HIV Prevention among young people in India. She worked with the United Nations 
for fourteen months, before taking up a consulting position with a US think tank, whereby she conducted research on human 
rights in the context of piracy off the coast of Somalia. Thereafter she returned to India, working with various non-governmental 
organisations on issues such as women’s rights, livelihood projects and education, before taking up a position with a strategy 
consulting group.

During her Masters Saoirse developed a keen interest in human rights law, which was enhanced by her work on human rights and 
piracy.  In 2011 Saoirse returned to the UK to pursue a career as a solicitor.  She is currently working for a London-based consulting 
firm while completing her Legal Practice Course and will start a job in a law firm in Manchester next year. 
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HOME ECONOMICS
The Home Economics Department has been extremely busy 
this term with lots of baking, cooking and craftwork.  

First Years
First year students, Christopher Good and Keith McCarthy 
created a number of culinary delights.  

Second Years
Meanwhile, 2nd year student Michaela O Driscoll and classmates 
baked and organised a cake sale for The Neurofibromatosis 
Association of Ireland.  It was a great success that not only 
raised money for a charity but also raised awareness among the 
students of the condition and the importance of raising funds 
for the charity.  Rachel Hurley and classmates also baked and 
organised a cake sale in aid of the RNLI, a local charity that is 
close to all of us.  So well done girls!  Congratulations to the 
following 2nd year students who have been won a scholarship 
in cake decoration to Brennans Cook School in July.  Mary Claire 
Scanlon and Michaela O Driscoll.

Third Years
This year once again our 3rd year students produced some 
fantastic junior certificate projects. Here you can enjoy a sample 
of some of the projects.

Leaving Cert Applied I
The Leaving Certificate Applied I hosted a movie party for a 
lucky first year class.  The students were treated to a selection 
of delicious baking after the movie.  It was a fun afternoon 
enjoyed by all.

Good Luck to all our entrants in the craft and baking section 
in the Belgooly Show.  Enjoy the summer and keep cooking!!  
Remember our website is kinsalehomeec@weebly.com
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German Exchange
Monday the eleventh of March, 2013 was a day marked boldly 
on the mental calendars of  over twenty students in K.C.S’s T.Y 
and 5th year German classes, for this was the day that we were 
destined to visit Karlsruhe, the southwest German home of 
the exchange partners who had paid us a visit here in Kinsale 
last September.  Needless to say, then, that when that long-
anticipated day finally dawned, not even the chill of an Irish 
morning could dampen our high spirits.

Bundling ourselves and our luggage into a (thankfully) warm 
bus, our journey to Deutschland began as the sun began to 
break through the clouds above.  Luckily for us, the weather in 
Ireland improved as we made the first leg of our journey from 
Kinsale to Farranfore.  Reaching the airport there, we swiftly 
checked in our bags and were sitting comfortably in the sunlit 
terminal within the space of a few minutes.  Our plane soon 
came into view, landing smoothly, and it wasn’t long before we 
were airborne and leaving our Irish home far behind.

The flight and subsequent bus journey went well, and night had 
well and truly fallen by the time we reached Goethe Gymnasium 
– the school which we would be attending for the remainder of 
the week.  Our exchange partners were there, waiting to greet us 
and take us home, and for that I believe everyone was grateful; 
after all, we had been travelling all day, and were much in need 
of a rest.  My exchange partner in particular, Nils, lived in a very 
spacious apartment on Kronenstraße, which encompassed the 
top two floors of the building.  Arriving here on Monday night, I 
was welcomed warmly by my guest family, before sitting down 
to a lovely meal of various German foods, and then retiring for 
the night.

In regards to our classes in school, we spent every morning with 
a German teacher, Gifta, who spoke to us in both languages, 
and helped improve our German, as well as helping to settle 
us into the school environment.  On Tuesday and Thursday we 
conversed with her and made German posters, whereas on 
Wednesday we watched a German movie, and on Friday we 

spoke some more, before painting some Östereir, or Easter-
eggs, as we would call them.  

Our afternoons and evenings, on the other hand, were spent 
differently.  Now and again we attended everyday classes with 
our exchange partners, such as Latin and a variation on science 
in my case, but we also took part in a number of other activities 
outside of the school.  One of the major highlights of the week 
was a train-ride to Heidelberg, an ancient and beautiful city 
which, along with Karlsruhe, is one of the top five largest cities 
in the German state of Baden-Württemberg.  Here, many went 
shopping and exploring the city in general, with only four people 
– myself being one of them – braving the 315 admittedly steep 
steps up to the sprawling ruins of Heidelberg Castle, where we 
took many pictures.

Numerous other events were taken part in throughout the week, 
ranging from a guided tour of the magnificent Karlsruhe palace 
and a tram-ride to the tower on Turmberg – a hill above the 
old town of Durlach – to a trip by many to the large swimming 
pool, a cinema experience by some friends and I, and a group 
meal on Sunday in the Brauhaus restaurant.  Apart from these 
activities, we also visited the zoo – or Tiergarten – as well as the 
huge ZKM, a gallery and museum which we spent a good-many 
hours in indeed.  It had a number of interactive machines and 
technology, as wells as numerous strange and intriguing videos, 
and nobody really seemed to want to leave when it was time to 
return to the school afterwards.

As I mentioned in the previous newsletter, the German exchange 
is something that none of us will ever forget.  Memories were 
created and stored forever, friendships were forged and 
strengthened, and I doubt that I’m the only one who would love 
to return to Karlsruhe – and Germany in general – as soon as I 
can.  For third years and those others not yet in T.Y, I’d strongly 
recommend the experience if you are even slightly interested in 
German, as no matter how skilled you are in the language, you 
will improve it during your time in Germany – and besides, even 
if you didn’t learn a single word, you’ll no doubt love it just as 
much as we did.

John Cullen (TY1)
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LADIES SOCCER
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Farewell Charlie Dolan
Charlie Dolan has been a good friend of our school since 1997.  
On a certain day during that year I bumped into him in Eli 
Lilly and we began talking about how we could best help the 
children.  I was hoping that our students could visit Lilly on a 
more regular basis and perhaps see how science translates into 
jobs and industry.  I was pushing an open door and over the next 
16 years the bond between the school and the company grew 
stronger and stronger.  The real winner of course was the pupil 
who could see opportunities that were hitherto hidden from 
him.  Through the good offices of Charlie and his friends our 
students religiously visited the site every year.  In the academic 
year 2012/2013 all our first years were invited to Lilly during 
Science Week; during Engineering Week our senior scholars had 
an exciting morning seeing how serious academic knowledge 
advances the cause of civilisation and of course some of our 
transition years obtained work experience last February.         

But that’s not all.  Charlie and his team visited the school 
throughout the year and gave much assistance to all who 
wished to learn.  There was no shortage of mentors when it 
came to advancing the cause of our young scientists.  We 
got 38 students into that competition because we have been 
encouraged by Charlie’s team to advance the cause of our 
pupils.  When we experienced success in the RDS arena there 
was Charlie punching the air with delight.  We were the talk of 
the country!

Charlie by the way is a little bit on the innocent side.  He thinks 
he has retired!  Have you any more jokes Charlie?  All our 
readers can be guaranteed that next year Charlie Dolan will be 
inside in Kinsale Community School roaring the students on to 
more success.  

Thank you Charlie for all your kindness and generosity.  You 
were steadfast in your support of our cause.  We are a better 
organisation because of you. Míle buíochas. 

Mr Seán Ó’Broin

Ms Kathleen O Brien, Mr Charlie Dolan and Mr Seán O Broin

Left to right: Hugo Jambou, Miguel Sanchez, Josh O’ Leary, Gavin Condren, Paul 
O’ Donovan

U14 Tennis 
Munster

Semi-Finalists
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LCA News
LCAI and LCAII have been extremely busy this 
term undertaking project work and organising 
events such as coffee mornings, a film 
screening for the residents of Haven Bay and 
a movie event for first years.  Students have 
carried out a lot of fundraising and collections 
this term for organisations such as the Irish 
Hearth Foundation and Let’s Get Together 
(suicide awareness organisation).  The classes 
also benefited from the many speakers who 
visited the classroom such as AIB interview 
skills, FÁS, Navy and a careers talk from Kinsale 
College of Further Education.  

Visit from Coláiste Stiofáin Naofa
On Tuesday 29th of January, Mr. Joe Hartley from Coláiste 
Stiofáin Naofa visited our school to speak to us about the 
Further Education College.  He spoke to Leaving Certificate 
students and he gave us a general insight into the courses 
offered by the college and the entry requirements needed for 
the courses.  It was very informative and Mr. Hartley also gave 

students a Prospectus on the college.  By the end of the talk, 
a number of students expressed an interest in applying for 
courses in Coláiste Stiofáin Naofa.  We really enjoyed the visit 
and we came away knowing more about Coláiste Stiofáin Naofa 
than we ever did before.

Yasmin O’Dwyer & Robert Crowley (LCA5)
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A special word of thanks to our Sixth year students in particular who gave great commitment 
and brought great enjoyment to the many school matches throughout their years in Kinsale 
Community School, especially in 2012 when they contributed so much to the winning of 
our schools first Senior All-Ireland camogie title. 

Ms. S. O’Donovan & Ms. C. Leahy
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Scéal spreagúil ón Roinn Ghaeilge!  In late 
March, two 5th Year Irish classes participated 
in a very new and exciting initiative here in 
Scoil Phobail Chionn tSáile  – using Skype to 
link classes within the school.  The seomraí 
Gaeilge were transformed into seomraí 
nuachta – students in both classes prepared 
the news, from fashion to music to current 
affairs and the weather.  

A lot of preparation was needed but the 
results were ar fheabhas ar fad – as the 
photographs show, it has been an enjoyable 
learning experience.  All of this as Gaeilge!  
This pilot scheme has been so successful that 
the possibilities for uses of this technology by 
other subject areas are limitless.  

Ms. G. Sheehy agus Ms. D. Dempsey 

Scoil 
Le Clár Ní Mhurchú (6ú Bliain)

Siúlann daltaí síos na dorchlaí chuile lá,
Ní �éachann siad suas

Ní shiúlann siad go compórdach
Agus, cinnte, ní dhéanann siad 

teagmháil súl.

Teastaíonn spas uathu,
Am le caitheamh ina n-aonar,

Ní féidir leo a bheith mar theaghlach
Fiú mar chairde!

Ach anseo,
Siúlaim síos na dorchlaí geala,
Féachaim suas agus siúlaim go 

compórdach,
Cinnte, déanaim teagmháil súl

Déanaim iarracht mhaith a rá “hallo”!
Agus sin mar atá sé inár scoil

Beo.

Teastaíonn rudaí difriúla uainn,
Cairde agus craic, eolas úrnua.

Is féidir linn a bheith  mar mhuintir 
bheag

Tríd lá is tríd oíche
Tar éis bhualadh an chloig.

Charles Fort’s Drone

Within the ramparts, 
they hold their keep

Though they are dead, 
they do not sleep,

Within these walls they built 
their life

But now they’re dead, 
they do not strife.

These walls that kept them all 
so safe

Have them trapped, 
they are their grave.

Their anthem is the 
seagull’s moan

That lands with shriek on 
every stone.

Old cannons stand like 
rusted memory

Projecting a trajectory.
They salute the soldiers glee
After a battle, that they can’t 

hear or see.

Like bullets that once shelled 
these walls

Rain shouts of soldiers’ 
deafened calls.

The bricks attacked by 
peoples’ sight

They bear, stand proudly 
with great might.

They stand there proudly, 
to seawaves’ drone

They keep the memories 
of living stone

Now I stand, before the 
gates and gaze

Within the fort’s misty haze.
While I watch standing there

They cannot see the 
barracks stare

But within the ramparts, 
they hold their keep,

Though they are dead, 
they do not sleep.

 
By Simon Pindel (TY)

Isabelle Lordan & Rebecca Crowley (Y5)

Jack Deegan & Saoirse Dwyer (Y5)
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The school was fortunate enough to be paid a visit by national weather presenter and meteorologist Evelyn Cusack of RTE. She 
met with students and explained to them the reasons behind the weather patterns experienced in Ireland and the methods 
used to collect and analyse data and create a forecast. She outlined the difficulties in weather forecasting in Ireland due to our 
position where various air masses meet which results in very changeable atmospheric conditions.  Evelyn also related the skills and 
knowledge required in meteorology to Geography, Maths and Physics.  

In January 2013 the Library in Kinsale 
Community School became a film set for 
a morning.

“Barzakh” is a short film written by award 
winning screenwriter Lindsay J Sedwick 
and directed by Donogh McCarthy 
Morrogh.

Barzakh, commissioned by The Killarney 
Asylum Seekers Initiative, is a heart 
wrenching story about a young boy who 
was forced to flee his home in Afghanistan 
and who must rebuild his life under the 
Irish Asylum system.

I approached Mr O’Broin one week 
before the shoot and without hesitation 
he somehow managed to provide a 
location and a classroom of extras in this 
short time.  As a producer to come across 
this level of assistance is a huge help. We 
even had access to the teacher’s room 

for tea!  Tea and coffee are the most 
important things on a film set.

I must say that the students were the best 
extras ever [you know who you are] their 
enthusiasm and patience made our job 
much easier.  Barzakh has been accepted 
into The Fastnet Film Festival and will 
be shown in this prestigious festival this 
weekend. This is only the beginning of 
its journey to Film Festivals around the 
world.

I hope it has an impact on those who see 
it and opens their eyes to the loneliness 
of living in a limbo as it did me.

Odette Norman
Producer
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On Thursday May the 9th  the Second Year Girls’ Basketball 
team made Kinsale Community School history by being the first 
girls team in the school to qualify for an All-Ireland Final. The 
team along with many supporters, teachers, family and friends, 
travelled to the University of Limerick Arena for the All Ireland 
Schools Basketball Semi-Final and Final.

The Kinsale supporters were a credit to their school, like a sea 
of black and white dressed in the team colours they consumed 
the stadium, faces painted, blasting out cheers and chants to 
motivate the team. The All Ireland Semi Final was a thrilling 
contest. Playing Coláiste Íosagáin , Portarlington, the Kinsale 
girls trailed entering the second half. However showing great 
grit and determination led by their co-captains Sharon O’ Leary 
and Abbie Jeffery, Kinsale roared back into the game, forcing 
extra time. With momentum now behind them, Kinsale ran out 
winners on a scoreline of 38 points to 34. After great scenes 
of jubilation, it was now time to focus on the All-Ireland Final 
versus Presentation, Milltown, Co. Kerry. After the highs of the 
previous game , the Kinsale girls struggled to reach the same 
level of performance.  The game went point for point until 
the final whistle blew and heartbreak was felt for the Kinsale 
players, as the final score showed: Kinsale Community School 
24 – Presentation Milltown 25. One point is a cruel way to 
lose an All-Ireland Final, however our players will learn from 
these experiences.  It was a great achievement to compete 
and represent Kinsale Community School at the highest level. 
The team are made up of dedicated students who give of their 
time for the love of the game and are always enthusiastic which 
made coaching them a pleasure. 

It was a long journey to get to the final as the team travelled 

around the county to play opposition all wanting the same crown. 
The team was successful in defeating experienced basketball 
teams from all over the country to claim their place in the final.  
On their journey they became Cork County Champions 2013, 
the first girls team to do so, beating Pobalscoil na Tríonóide, 
Youghal 20-14 points in the County Final. They represented 
their county at the All Ireland Play-Offs, which were generously 
hosted by Kinsale Community School in Upper Glanmire Sports 
Hall on Saturday 27th April where they emerged winners of 
their region after games versus Intermediate School, Killorglin, 
Caritas College, Dublin and FCJ Bunclody, Wexford. 

The team and their coaches would like to thank all those who 
helped them on their path to the finals, the many parents 
and supporters who travelled to their games during the year, 
Mr. Seán Ó Broin and Ms. Kathleen O’ Brien and the Board of 
Management for their endless support, Riverstick Community 
Centre, in particular Trish Pounds for use of their facility as 
well as Lydia Coleman and Nicola Barriscale for their regular 
assistance.   Finally to the many students and school basketball 
players both past and present, as well as fellow basketball 
staff Ms. Marie Hayes and Ms. Aisling Hogan, thank you all for 
making our journey to the All Ireland Final possible.
Team: Co-Captains Abbie Jeffery & Sharon O’ Leary, Sadhbh O’ 
Leary, Gráinne Hannon, Hannah Quinn, Niamh Twomey, Oceane 
Brophy, Georgia Gould, Sara Ruiz, Anna Wawer, Mackenzie 
Cahill, Katie Daly, Siobhán O’ Riordan, Marieke Buckley, Angel 
Wodi, Katelyn Campbell, Sophie Lisson Coaches: Ms. Áine 
McKenna and Ms. Elaine Bennett.

Ms. Bennett
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Journey’s End by 
Aine Brett

Lonesome Boat by 
Jones Greer

Birds of a Feather by 
Christine Marron Cockrel by 

Kate Delaney

Duck to Water by 
Kate Delaney

James Fort by 
Jake Murphy

Kinsale Reflection by 
Jessica Sheehan

Eye Witness by 
Mia Kovacs

Daffodil by
Rachel Butler

Boules by Mia Kovacs

Alternative Viewpoint 
by Kate Delaney

Babbling Brook by 
Jones Greer

Bird of Prey by 
Tim Cogan
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Lakeside View by Molly Dunican

Open Season ny Tim Coogan

Rainbow Lake by Natalia Bakula Red Dragon by Jessica Sheehan
Red Handed by Mia Kovacs

Rapid Movement by Aine Brett

Lost in the City by Christine Marron

Barrow Garden by 
Tim CoganView from Below by Simon Pindel

Road by Simon Pindel

Sea Caves by Natalia Bakula

Sunset by Simon Pindel

Through the Trees by 
Kate Delaney

Windows by Molly Dunican

Out to See by Rachel Butler
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Lavender by 
Natalia Bakula

Lighting the Sky by Jake Murphy

Mountain Relfections by Simon Pindel

Mushrooms by Kate Delaney

Nature’s Course by Tim Coogan

Rock Pool by 
Christine Marron

Snowcapped Peaks by 
Christine Marron

Mirror Image by Christine Marron

Edge of the World by 
Natalia Bakula
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Third year students Ciara Judge, Sadhbh O’Hanrahan, Ali Hill, Caoimhe O’Callaghan, Eimear Hickey, Marie O’Keeffe, Emma Moriarty and Ciara Walsh participated 
in the Irish Science Teachers Association quiz in UCC (sponsored by Eli Lilly) on Wednesday 15th May 2013.  Pictured are the students who were accompanied by 

teachers John O’Connor and Shaun Holly, Charlie Dolan (ISTA President & Eli Lilly) and Gary Kirby (Eli Lilly).

KCS STUDenT CoUnCil
This year our student council consisted of 14 members.  Our 
representatives were: 1st year - Shay Saunders and Natalia 
Ziegert, 2nd year - Katelynn Campbell and Tadhg McCarthy, 3rd 
year - Cian Reilly and Sinead Keating, 4th year - Eimear Nyhan, 
Eoghan Gilleran and Cormac Cowhig, 5th year - Joan Tyner, Faye 
Murphy and Rebecca Russell and 6th year - Claire Murphy and 
Kevin Whelton. 

Students nominated themselves for Student Council by getting 
the supporting signatures of 3 fellow students and one teacher.  
Elections were then held in September and October. 

The first date in our diary 
was a seminar we got from 
Mr. John Murphy.  Here we 
learned valuable team skills 
and how to make our Student 
Council a success.  At this 
seminar we also appointed 
a chairperson, secretary, 
treasurer and PRO’s.  This 
seminar proved very helpful 
to us as the year went on.

We began our meetings 
in November.  We met at 
lunchtime every second 
Monday. We discussed 
matters that arose such as 
the change in the date of 
the Christmas tests, the 
proposed new starting 
time for school and the 

congestion on the corridors.  We also addressed any issues the 
student population had. 

A huge vote of thanks must go to our support teacher, Ms. 
Hogan.  Without her, the Student Council would not have been 
possible.  Ms. Hogan supported us and gave up so much of her 
time and we thank her sincerely. 

We all thoroughly enjoyed being part of this year’s Student 
Council and we wish next year’s Student Council the very best 
of luck.

KCS Student Council 2012/ 2013
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Alistair Little (former UVF member) and Gerry Foster 
(former member of The INLA) were brought to 
Kinsale by Padraig Fitzgerald and Gerard Timmons of 
the Kinsale Peace Project this month and took time 
out to visit Transition Years.  
The speakers, coming from “polar opposite “ sides 
of the conflict in Belfast, gave their own personal 
stories about growing up during these turbulent 
times, the effects their actions had for their family 
and the people who got injured and killed as a result 
of the troubles. 

They both travel to conflict areas around the globe 
now helping families, soldiers and those who have 
lost loved ones during war. At home in Belfast they 
work in their own communities to help bridge the 
divide between Catholics and Protestants.

Soon after our deserved winners of head boy, Kevin 
and head girl, Claire had been announced, the 
unsuccessful nominees were approached by Ms 
Hogan with the idea of creating our schools first 
prefect team.  We were a bit apprehensive at first 
as we viewed the role of prefects, like many others, 
as pretenscious and only for the very studious.  This 
stereotype was quickly dispelled and we began to 
feel excited about our new role in the school. 

Still unsure of exactly what role we would have, 
we were given the opportunity to take part in a 
leadership workshop.  What we perceived to be 
a seminar turned out to be an enjoyable way to 
identifying key leadership skills and utilizing them.  
We were made aware of the responsibilities we had 
and so we could fully begin our prefect role. 

Despite preparing for our Leaving Certificate, we 
always managed to find the time to organise events 
and help out at school functions.  We would assist 
teachers supervising the shop at lunch, we raised 
just under €1,000 for the Lions Club and, arguably 
the most personally rewarding part, we would help 
out with the amazing kids in the ASD department.

The prefect team was an amazing opportunity for 
us to develop all important leadership skills and 
gave us an insight into what having a responsible 
role entails.  Despite or duties and activities being 
time consuming, we never felt overwhelmed and we 
really enjoyed the experience.

We would like to thank Ms Hogan and Ms O’Brien 
for their guidance and for giving us the opportunity 
to develop these essential life skills. 

Meabh O’Driscoll

BEAUTIFUL CITY…
OUR HOME BY THE LEE

As a treat for being an exemplary year group the first year students 
participated in a day trip to Cork on May 22nd.  Not surprisingly many 
of our students have little knowledge of the ‘Real’ capital city so off we 
headed for a walking tour of Cork City.

The walk started at Sacred Church at the junction of Western Road and 
Lee Road.  We walked along Sunday’s Well, over Daly’s bridge (The Shakey 
Bridge) through Fitzgeralds Park, along the Mardyke, back across the river 
and along the new amenity walk leading out through the gates of the old 
Irish Distellery onto North Mall.  From here we walked along the quays and 
finished at the Colliseum Leisureplex.

At 11 points along the route we stopped to hear a commentary, written by 
our principal and historian Mr Seán O Broin, on the historical significance 
of that location.  We then bowled and when the competitive instinct was 
fulfilled our last stop was Mahon Point where students had free time to eat 
and shop.  Huge thanks to the teachers who accompanied the group and 
to the Meitheal team (5th year trained leaders) who helped hugely in the 
organisation and smooth running of the trip.
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World Day of Prayer Service
On Friday 1st of March a number of 5th year students 
participated in this prayer service at the Carmelite Friary Centre.  
It was a very meaningful service.  Mr O’Broin received the 
following letter from one of the organisers, Marie O’Sullivan..

“Dear Mr. O Broin, 

On behalf of all the people who attended the recent People’s 
Day of Prayer in the Friary Centre, I want to express our 
sincere gratitude to Honor O’Brien and all the pupils from the 
Community school who participated in such a dignified manner.  
They are a credit to Honor, the school and their parents. 

It is wonderful having young students involved in prayer.  
So many people said to me ‘the young people added so much  
to the service’ ”.  

Special thank you to the following students who participated in 
the prayer service,
Jack Prendergast, Aaron O’ Sullivan, Faye Murphy, Therese 
O’ Donoghue, Fiona O’ Donovan, Caoimhe Hill, Grace Cronin, 
Eimear Stanley and Lisa O’ Donovan.

Meitheal
On Sunday, April 14th, the present Meitheal team had their 
graduation ceremony at St. Michael’s Church, Blackrock.  
Mr O’Broin, their parents and I were very proud to be there 
to acknowledge all that they have achieved this year.  At the 
moment they are helping to organise the annual day out for first 
year students and I hope they all have a wonderful day in Cork.  
From May 14th to May 17th, the new team will carry out their 
training in Scala,  Blackrock. We wish them well for next year. 

Ms. Honor O’Brien

As part of their Action Project for CSPE Ms. 
McCartan’s class 2A2 held a cake sale to raise 
funds for the RNLI in Kinsale.  Students attended 
at the RNLI to present them with a cheque and 
were treated to a tour of the premises.  It was 
a very enjoyable experience and students were 
given the opportunity to try on the protective 
clothing and view the specialised boats and 
equipment.
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Kinsale Equestrian Team

It was another exciting year for the school equestrian team.  
In October the school sponsored a training day at the Kinsale 
Equestrian Centre and welcomed in several new members.
In February Ms Sheehy took a team consisting of Clare Tyner, 
Joan Tyner and Caitlin Mulligan to Wexford to compete in the 
annual Hunter Trials.  The girls competed fantastically and all 
came away with pride and horses in tact!

In March it was the turn of the show jumpers, so we sent 
two teams to compete in the Maryville interschool’s event in 
Carrigaline. The teams consisted of, Ciara Walsh, Ciara Judge, 
Caitlin Mulligan, Niamh Kelly, Niamh O’Sullivan, Laura Jolly, Lily 
Carpenter and Megan O’Connor.  Again the girls were fantastic 
and Caitlin Mulligan on “Sparker” were incredible against the 
clock but an unfortunate four faults left us in 4th place overall.

In early March we made a decision to host our very own show 
jumping event here in Kinsale.  So we organised the event to 
be held in Kinsale Equestrian Centre on the 6th of May.  We 
sent invitations out to all the secondary schools in the Cork 
area and were delighted with the response we received.  The 
event was kindly sponsored by Eurospar, who provided the 
Cup and trophies for the winners. Thank you to the Eurospar 
manager, Colin McTaggart for coming to the event and giving 
out the prizes. The sun shone on the 6th of May and the day 

turned out to be a tremendous success. Kinsale was overcome 
with beautifully turned out horses and riders with over 50 
competitors taking part in the event.

Kinsale Community School put forward 3 teams to take part. The 
competition was fierce, and it came down to only two schools 
riding in the jump off, KCS and St. Aloysius.  Niamh O’Sullivan 
put on a great show for KCS, riding “Pikachu”, but in the end she 
was narrowly pipped to the post by St. Alys and KCS ending up 
coming in 2nd!

In the last few weeks the Equestrian team have been busy 
selling raffle tickets in order raise some much needed funds for 
the team.  We would like to thank Mr O’Broin for providing the 
excellent mountain bike which we raffled on Friday the 10th of 
May and congratulations to Maria O’Keefe of 3rd year who won 
the bike!

Ms Sheehy, Ms McCartan & Ms Reynolds would like to thank 
all the team members and their parents for their enthusiasm 
& dedication as well as all the hard work and effort made to 
present themselves and their ponies so well at competition.  
Also the team would like to sincerely thank Mr O’Broin and Miss 
O’Brien for all their support throughout the year.

Maths 
Olympiad

Fifth year student Karen Briscoe was a member of the Irish Girls Olympics Maths team 
that competed in the European Maths Olympiad held in Luxemburg in April.  Karen earned 
first place in the Irish competition and went on to achieve an honourable mention in the 
competition from the judges.  The Maths and Applied Maths Department are very proud 
of Karen’s achievements.  
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On Wednesday 9th of January, 38 very excited BT Young 
Scientist finalists gathered outside the school gates for the 
bus to Dublin.  The bus driver very diligently put up with some 
rowdy passengers as we sung our way up the N7!  As we neared 
our destination, tension rose as people rehearsed explaining 
their projects for the final time.  As Mr. O’Broin so eloquently 
put it, we had done all the work and we couldn’t let ourselves 
down at the final hurdle!!

A gasp escaped the group as we pulled up to the RDS.  Even 
those who had visited before were in awe at the huge numbers 
of people in the hall.  As we separated to find our stands, we 
were soon lost in the hustle and bustle of the busy crowd.  
Armed with blue tack, sellotape and staple guns we were all 
ready to go and wired for the opening ceremony.

The atmosphere in the crowd was electric, as the crowd 
roared and competed for the best ‘mexican wave’.  When the 
presenters reminded us that the BT Young Scientists for 2013 
were currently in the room, an ‘oooh’ rose from the audience.  
Nobody, however, knew that they were wearing Kinsale 
Community School uniforms.

We all rushed out of the hall to be prepared for our first judge.  
All went well and everyone was confident that they had done 
themselves justice, so it was with a light heart that we headed 
back to the hotel.  The Sandymount hotel generously gave over 

a whole corridor to the Kinsale crew, and we certainly made it 
our own.  Unfortunately, for us exhibitors an early night was in 
order to be prepared for the morning.

Early the next morning we were in the RDS, ready for the first 
judge of the day.  The luck was in Kinsale’s favor as everyone was 
happy with their performance.  To our surprise, Mr. Holly called 
us to our meeting spot just before lunch.  When we arrived we 
were greeted with a tall stack of delicious pizzas generously 
donated by Eli Lilly, much to the envy of the other schools!  It 
was a great surprise and really appreciated!!  Fed, watered and 
energized, we returned to our stands, ready for our next judge. 

Everything went well and we returned to the hotel in great 
spirits.  A cheer erupted from the crowd as Mr. Holly announced 
that ice skating was on the agenda for the evening.  A quick 
change and meal and we were on our way to the ice rink.  
The talents of our scientist ranked from beginner to expert.  
Everyone enjoyed themselves, whether they were holding onto 
the edge or performing impressive tricks, or not skating at all!  
Mr. Holly even surprised us by giving it a go!

Tension rose throughout the final day as many of our projects 
got extra judges.  The Kinsale team really pulled together as 
students fetched refreshments for those who could not leave 
their stand.  It was soon time to enter the arena for the results.

BT Young Scientist and 
Technology Exhibition 2012/2013
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The prizes soon began to pour in on Kinsale’s part.  The first 
roar from our group was when James Barry of second year won 
a special award from the Psychology Society.  Tears of joy were 
shed as prize after prize was won.  The moment soon came 
when the top four prizes were going to be announced.  Three 
prizes left… Two prizes left… And then came the final prize.  The 
big one.  Butterflies were tap dancing in our stomachs as the 
audience stamped their feet in anticipation. 
“The BT Young Scientists and Technologists of the Year, are… 
CIAR”- The group erupted into screams as we stood up in 
disbelief.  Us?  No way.

We made our way up to the stage to accept our trophy as our 
schoolmates and the friends we had made cheered.  We hoisted 
the trophy in the air with victory and shouted with joy, still not 
really believing it.

But we aren’t the heroes of this story.  The school is.  16 awards 
for 17 projects were won, and the teams deserved everything 
they got.  As Mr. Broin says, WE are the champions.

Ciara Judge, Emer Hickey and Sophie Healy-Thow (Y3)
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Psychology in KCS
At the BT Young Scientist Competition in January, 2nd year 
student, James Barry won 1st prize in the Junior Individual Social 
and Behavioural category and also won the Psychological Society 
of Ireland Special Award which was open to the entire Social 
and Behavioural category.  Following this, he was interviewed 
by The Psychological Society for their magazine ‘The Irish 
Psychologist’.  He was then invited to visit the Department of 
Applied Psychology in U.C.C. where he spent a very interesting 
morning with the Head of the Department learning various 
applications of psychology such as how to detect when a person 
is lying and how the criminal mind works.

James is currently working on an Abstract of his project in 
conjunction with Dr. D. O’Halloran and Dr. A.M. Hannon in Cork 
University Hospital (CUH). 

Kinsale Community School
BT Young Scientist Winners 2012/2013

Overall Winners
Sophie Healy-Thow, Ciara Judge, Emer Hickey
A statistical investigation of the effects of diazotroph bacteria 
on plant germination.

Special Award – Psychological Society of Ireland
James Barry
A statistical analysis of the public’s awareness of blood sugar 
levels and their implications on health

Junior Group Winner – Social and Behavioural 
Marieke Buckley and Mackenzie Cahill
A statistical analysis to investigate the usage of life jackets on 
commercial fishermen

Junior Group 3rd place - Social and Behavioural
Luke Henderson, Tadhg McCarthy, Paul O Donovan
Flat or Not: A statistical study towards the public’s awareness of 
tyre pressure in motor vehicles

Individual Junior Winner - Social and Behavioural
James Barry 
A statistical analysis of the public’s awareness of blood sugar 
levels and their implications on health

Individual Junior 3rd place - Social and Behavioural
Michaela O’Driscoll
A scientific study of public attitudes to and awareness of generic 
medications

Highly Commended
Faye Murphy and Fiona O Donovan
A statistical investigation into consumers’ knowledge of and 
attitudes towards the rights and laws in place for consumers in 
Ireland today.

Sophie Sinclair, Zoe Fennell and Sarah O’ Callaghan
The development evaluation of a translucent sun visor for 
automotive use.

Eoin Hurley, Emily McCarthy and Eimear Nyhan
The perfect CV:  A study of the elements of a curriculum vitae 
and their impact on employability

Sinead Walsh, Micheala O’Connell and Meadhbh O Leary 
Does success breed success and failure breed failure?

Rachel Lysaght and Sophie Lisson
Old school versus new school:  A study of the use of tablet 
technology in the modern classroom

Frank and Kane Curtin, Mia Kovacs
Vegetarianism:  A statistical study.

Emily Kellet and Jenny Walsh
A statistical study into the impact of using music and rhythm to 
memorise academic content.

Ciara and Finn Manning, Molly Dunican
A comparative study of childhood obesity in Ireland and France.

Abigail Jeffrey and Ava O’Connor 
A statistical study of people’s attitudes towards recycling and if 
these views since the recession.

Display Award
Marie O’ Leary and Allanah Humphreys
A statistical study of people’s attitudes regarding e-books versus 
paper made books.

Other entrants
Lorcan O’Brien 
Energy harvesting from a PC microprocessor using the 
thermoelectric effect.

Amy Shanahan and Jessica Sheehan.
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Materials Technology Wood enables our students to exercise their creative 
and practical skills.  Both Junior and Senior students have been working 
diligently on their Junior and Leaving Certificate Projects.  This year is no 
exception and what follows is a wonderful selection of projects undertaken by 
Mr Duggan’s 3rd year students.

Conor Morrison James Ryan Sean McCarthy Jack Riordan Eoghan Callanan

Ciaran Allen

Dean McCarthy

Nicole McCarthy Liam Griffin

2nd Years with Christmas Cribs
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It is with deep regret that we note the death of GAA 
stalwart Joe McGrath who was a friend and supporter 
of the school over many years.  Joe taught our Transition 
Year students the art of coaching and he did so with 
much patience and considerable skill.  He was a 
gentleman to his fingertips and treated both adult and 
adolescent with kindness and good humour. 

Joe was also noted for his generosity. He was generous 
with his time, with his advice, with his praise and on 
many occasions with his own financial resources.  
Students fondly remember the occasions when Joe 
rewarded our All Ireland champions with a set of hurleys 
for each team followed by a meal and a night out at the 
cinema.

At our Awards night last November Joe was thanked for 
his significant contribution to the school.  Speaking on 
that occasion the Principal Seán Ó Broin commented 
that Joe was one of those who laid the foundations for 
our All-Ireland successes, carefully nurturing the skills 
of each child, encouraging every girl and boy to do their 
best. 

The school offers its deepest sympathy to Joe’s wife 
Olga and his family Siobhán, Gráinne, Deirdre, Róisín, 
and Niall.  May he rest in peace.

Past Pupil – Jack Moriarty
Having finished my degree in UCC a year ago it is easy to look back 
on my time in second level education with new perspective. Looking 
back, especially having heard the experiences of other people from 
different secondary schools, I can see that Kinsale Community School 
truly lives up to its motto “All Together In Learning”. Obviously the 
school enables its students to perform at a high standard in the State 
Examinations and beyond, but what makes it special was the way 
in which the staff are passionate in fostering the students in both 
their academics and their extra-curricular interests. The highlight of 
my time in school was my involvement in the school musicals. As a 
teenager who had a tendency to fall over if I so much as looked at 
sport I would have been rather stuck for extra-curricular activities 
had the school not catered for such a wide variety interests. I took 
part in the school’s productions of “Chitty Chitty Bang Bang”, “Mary 
Poppins” and “Grease” and had an amazing time. I think the scene in 
Grease where I had to run on perform a cheerleading routine (Pom-
poms and all) is evidence of how these shows allowed us to have 
a fun but also bolstered self-confidence. Another of my favourite 
times in school was Transition Year, the school trips and Mini-
Company were times in particular when my year was allowed bond 
and get to know one another a little better. This was something I’m 
sure we all appreciated when surviving our Leaving Cert cycle.

In school my favourite subjects were always English and History, and 
I went on to study these in UCC, graduating with First Class honours 
and an award from U.C.C History Department for having the highest 
marked dissertation in my year. But like KCS, UCC also prides itself on having a vibrant and active community outside the classroom 
with tons of clubs and societies to choose from. I continued my interest in drama, becoming a member of UCC Film Society and 
UCC Dramat. In my 3rd year I got a lead role in one of the shows which represented UCC and won awards at the Irish Student 
Drama Festival in Dublin.

Right now I’m taking a year out, saving up to move to Dublin later in the year where I hope to study drama. My advice to anyone 
in Kinsale Community School would be to go with their gut when it comes to choosing college courses, even if one course is more 
prestigious than another you will always perform far better in something you are passionate about. Also, make the most of all of 
the opportunities your education provides, both inside and outside the classroom!

Joe McGrath RIP
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Art Competition
Ms. Fitzpatrick’s Art class received Certificates 
for their entries to Mental Health Ireland’s, 
‘Positive Mental Health’ competition with 
Michael McGuane (1A2) being the overall 
school winner for his entry ‘Bee Happy’.  Well 
done to all!

KCS Art Blog
A number of pupils from Ms. Leggett’s 1st Year Art class have 
been involved in a collaborative learning project with Regina 
Mundi Secondary School in Cork. A blog was set up by Art 
teachers, Ms. Leggett (Kinsale Community School) and Ms. 
McDonogh (Regina Mundi). On the blog, pupils are invited to 
discuss and react to the art work that is uploaded on a weekly 
basis. There are images of the work completed by KCS and 
Regina Mundi, along with contemporary artists that were 
discussed and researched in class. The blog which is led by 
the two Art teachers is a safe space for pupils to reflect and 
interact about and through their art work.  The teachers and 
pupils believe that the use of technology in education is ever 
growing and highly beneficial to student’s development.  Here 
is a selection of pieces from various pupils in Ms. Leggett’s 1st 
year Art class.  

To access the blog please go to www.roomkr2013.blogspot.ie 

Ms. Leggett (Art Teacher)

‘Bee Happy’ by Michael McGuane (1A2)
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Aaron Bowles 1A1

Natalia Ziegert 1A2

Hugo Jambou - 1A5

Weronika Mozolewska 1A2.

Jasmine Norman 1A2

Rachel O’Regan 1A4.

Joshua O’Leary 1A5

Weronika Mozolewska 1A2

Marie Dempsey 1A3

Rachel O’Regan 1A4

Clodagh Butler 1A2
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Aideen O ‘ Mahony Y3

Michelle O ‘ Leary Y5

Bartosz Bloch Y5

Eimear Stanley Y5

Michelle O ‘ Leary Y5

Caoimhe Hill Y5

Julia Brasaite Y2

Jacob Kurzawa Y5

Ciara Walsh Y3

Michelle O ‘ Leary Y5
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It was another very successful year for the Gaisce 
Presidents Awards in Kinsale. This year we had a bumper 
number of students going for their silver and many eager 
bronze participants following in their well- worn footsteps.  
A total of 44 students participated in the programme which 
involves learning new personal, community and physical skills. 
Many students spent the year entertaining the residents of 
Haven Bay or helping older people to ‘log on and learn’. Many 

others got involved in underage coaching or volunteering for 
charitable organisations. Everyone learnt new life skills such as 
swimming, cooking or playing musical instruments.

But the highlight of year had to be the trip to Killarney, where 
11 silver participants did a whopping 50k hike and 17 bronze 
novices undertook a 25km hike, accompanied by Ms Lancaster, 
Ms Hayes and Ms O’Gorham. We stayed in a beautiful 18 century 
mansion from where we set off to explore the wilds of Kerry.  By 
night, we exercised our minds by energetic games of ‘Articulate’ 
where the competitive streak in some really shone through! By 
Sunday morning there were 28 exhausted bodies on the bus 
back to Kinsale, but everyone was delighted to have pushed 
themselves and completed the strenuous, but rewarding hike.  

Ms. Lancaster 

Congratulations to 
Mateusz Rudak of 5th 
Year who received an 

invitation to a basketball 
camp in Davidson 

College, North Carolina 
in June. 
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Music Recital

On Thursday the 23rd of May, KCS Music Therapy students hosted 
a music recital in Room E05.  Students invited their parents, friends 
and teachers to come and enjoy their concert held during break 
time.  Their teacher Christine Murdoch accompanied on piano as 
well as Fergal O’Brien on guitar.  Students performed a range of songs 
including a moving Solo from Janet Hourihane of Louis Armstrong - 
What a wonderful World.  Christopher enchanted the crowd with his 
version of Fireflies, while Keith belted out a stunning rendition of One 
Direction’s - You don’t know you’re beautiful.  Students sang Adele’s 
- Skyfall as a group, and showed off their recorder and Ukulele skills 
also.  Mr. O Broin was very impressed and confessed that it was the 
first time he’d ever been to a rock concert!  A huge thank you to Bogna 
Siegal and Christine Murdoch for teaching the students of E05 this 
year.

Ms. Joanne O’Connor
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