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On Friday January 10th the Minister for Education Mr Ruairi
Quinn TD asked a packed RDS ‘was Kinsale really a place or a
state of mind’. This question was posed after Kinsale Community
School enjoyed yet another hugely successful evening
culminating in the prize for the ‘Best School in the Republic of
Ireland’. We qualified for this years competition with a record
number of entries. Two of our first year students, Eve Casey and
Cathy Hynes won the best overall group prize. The effort of all
those that assisted our students to reach the winning podium
of the RDS must be acknowledged with special thanks going to
Eamon Judge and Shaun Holly.
Karen Briscoe represented Ireland in the European Maths
Olympiad in Turkey in April and she has now qualified for the
World Maths Olympiad in South Africa in late June. We wish
Karen every success in this global competition.
We also enjoyed our annual awards evening in March. Miriam
O’Callaghan was our guest of honour for the evening and she
proved to be a very popular choice. The message that Miriam
gave to our audience was the importance of hard work while
never missing out on the need to show kindness to others. It was
a most enjoyable evening where we celebrated the excellence
of our students both past and present.
The school continues to go from strength to strength in every
dimension. Our sporting achievements have been extremely
impressive where our students have enjoyed success at county,
Munster and all Ireland level. I want to thank all of the teachers
that give so generously of their time to ensure that our students
excel in extracurricular activities.

on Saturday evening January 25th we learned of the accident
that befell our second year student Leon Connon. Leon was a
bright intelligent young student. He was artistic and kind and
we miss him dearly. Leon’s parents and family were deeply
moved by the respect that our students and staff showed during
the removal and funeral service.
As our academic year draws to an end I want to thank my
colleagues for the excellence of their work and their generosity
towards those that they teach. I wish all of our Leaving Cert and
Junior Cert students the very best in their examinations in June.
Finally I want to thank all of the friends of our school for all of
their assistance and support over the year. In particular I want
to thank the Kinsale Peace Project, the Lions Club and Ely Lilly.

Our very successful year however was dealt a huge blow when
Youth Connect conducted
workshops in Kinsale
Community School on
December 5th and 6th
with TY, Senior Cycle
History, LCVP and some
Junior Certificate pupils organised
by Teacher Niamh Sheehan. Youth
Connect thinks about the issues
concerning students and young people
and has been developed by the Irish
Congress of Trade Unions in partnership
with the Irish Second-Level Students’
Union to inform students about their
rights as students and workers.
As a result of taking part in this new
module, we were one of three Irish
schools invited to take part in the
official launch of the module on the
1913 Lockout. On December 12th in
Smock Alley Theatre, four students
- Niamh Twomey, Jennifer O’Leary,
James Barry and Jerome Bernard with
Ms Sheehan represented the school.
This experience was incredible for the

pupils, who found it to be educational,
thought-provoking and insightful.
Niamh Twomey and Jennifer O’Leary
took part in an interview for Morning
Ireland. Jerome Bernard and Jennifer
O’Leary made a speech in front of a
crowd which included Trade Union
Leaders and the Lord Mayor of Dublin.
Overall it was a fantastic experience
the school hopes to be involved with
again.

As part of our History module, we decided to
participate in the Youth Connect competition
that involved making a short film about the 1913
lockout in Ireland. We were excited to find out
more information about this historical event.
We researched facts about the lockout and
compiled our findings into a script. We then got
our classmates to act out certain parts, such as
Big Jim Larkin, in the filming of our video. When
the filming and editing was finished, we sent
our film in with hopes to get to the final in the
Savoy Cinema in Dublin were the winning videos
will be shown. We were thrilled when we heard
that we were invited to Dublin for the final. We
travelled to Dublin on the 27th of March 2014
where we met with various different schools
from all over Ireland and an exciting host, Aaron
Heffernan. Unfortunately we didn’t win but the
experience was worth the trip. We learned so
much from this experience and we hope we
won’t forget it anytime soon. Many thanks to
Ms. Sheehan for the support during this project!
Aidene O’Mahony, Jemima Recks, Emily O’Neill
and Niamh Kelly (TY)
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Teenagers and Technology

Our children are growing up in an entirely different world to
the one that we have grown up in and it is vital that we equip
ourselves with knowledge of the online world so that we can
help them navigate unscathed.

FacTs and FIgUres

• 31% of 8 to 10 year olds, 69% of 11 to 14 year olds and 85% of
15 to 18 year olds have a mobile phone (Kaiser, 2010).
• Teens text more than they talk - averaging 3,146 text messages
a month, compared with 203 calls (Neilsen, 2010).
• 1 in 3 teens use their phones to browse the Web (Harris
Interactive, 2009). This figure has likely doubled, if not tripled
now!
• ChildWise research pre-2011 on Irish children aged 5-16
years found that children spend approximately 1hr 20min a day
online.
• 1/3 of children access the internet from their bedroom.
• The top 2 sites accessed by Irish children aged 5-16 years are
Facebook and YouTube.
• Facebook is considered the most popular social networking
site.
• 22% of teens check social networks 10 or more times per day
(Common Sense Media, 2009). This percentage has doubtlessly
risen significantly since 2009.
• Attention First Year Parents! If Facebook discovers a user
under 13, they (say they) will delete the profile.
At KCS we continually encourage self-respect and respect for
others. Unfortunately Cyber-bullying is frequently beyond the
reach of schools as it often happens outside of school time on
home computers or via mobile phones. In fact, according to
the Acceptable Usage Policy at KCS, mobile phone usage is not
permitted on site, outside of emergency situations. The PDST
filters our internet in the school so that Social Media sites and
other inappropriate sites are completely blocked. This period of
time should be a welcome break from what is the dominance of
social media in teenager’s lives.

WhaT We can do. . . .

• Discuss the importance of controlling information with
teenagers – once you post something, it’s out of your control –
it can be copied, pasted, or forwarded by other people.
• Discuss their online friends – how much information are they
giving away? Emphasise privacy.
• Debate positive and negative sides of the Internet.
• Talk to teenagers about the dangers of engaging with strangers
online.
• Watch and discuss films such as “catfish” (12’s) and “Trust”
(15’s).
• Remind teenagers that their online chats are not private.
• Promote to children that they ‘self-reflect before they selfreveal’.
• Encourage teenagers to tell someone if anything happens
online that upsets them or makes them feel uncomfortableregular and open communication with trusted adults is vital!
• Keep any computers or devices outside the bedroom- operate
a family system of charging phones downstairs overnight.

WHAT TO DO IF YOUR CHILD IS THE TARGET OF A CYBERBULLY?
• Reassure them it is not their fault - the person doing the
bullying is the problem.
• Examine your child’s presentation of themselves and their
communication online; take a total break from social media or
strengthen privacy settings.
• Don’t Reply to the sender.
• Keep the message and bring to attention of school if related.
• Block the Sender/Remove as Friend.
• Report Problems to website/mobile phone operator.
• Report Serious Issues to the Gardaí.
• Illegal issues include someone making inappropriate sexual
suggestions, racist remarks, or persistent bullying that is
seriously damaging to the victim’s well-being.
• Unfortunately, young people are often fearful of telling others
about being bullied because they fear that the bullying may
actually become worse if they tell. They are often also afraid
to report incidents, as they fear that adults will take away
their mobile phone, computer and/or internet access. Thus,
communication is key!
• See www.webwise.ie
At Kinsale Community School, we have robust Anti-Bullying
and Acceptable Usage Policies, which we implement. We raise
awareness of bullying, implement preventative measures and
then promptly deal with issues as they arise. We talk to pupils
about the cyber world through Computer Studies, in SPHE and
communicate with them regularly through assemblies and our
Pastoral Care System. This year we ran an Amber Flag Day to
promote positive mental health.
Renowned forensic scientist from UCC Maureen Griffin has
presented to pupils, teachers and parents. She shared much of
this extremely pertinent and useful information with us, and we
look forward to a return visit to the school.
Kathleen O Brien, Deputy Principal
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Academic Awards

Kinsale Community School held its annual awards ceremony,
Éacht na Scolaírí, on Friday 28 March. Nearly 600 students,
parents and staff packed into the school hall to honour the
achievements of the Kinsale students in a variety of areas.
Guest of Honour for the night was former RTÉ presenter, Miriam
O’ Callaghan. She was delighted to be invited, expressing her
awe at such high standards in particular in the young scientist
competition among the other variety of activities outside of the
classroom.
On the night, which was MCed by Deputy Principal Kathleen
O’Brien, students received awards for a host of achievements
and activities ranging from Year Awards to Sporting Awards
to Academic Awards. Pupils from the Leaving Certificate class
of 2013 were honoured for their outstanding results with
the Senior Academic Award being presented by Humphrey
Moynihan from Eli Lilly to John D. O’ Callaghan who is now
studying Biochemistry in UCC. Showing the gender balance
in Kinsale Community School, the Junior Certificate Academic
Award was presented to Ciara Judge. Other notable awards on
the night were the Sinéad Barry Memorial Award for Business
which went to Aoife Keating and the Catherine O’ Byrne
Memorial Award for German which was presented to Teresa
O’ Donovan. The Kilian Ryan Memorial Award for the Arts was
presented to Lisa O’ Donovan who also sang on the night with
her sister Clodagh. Ger Burcoyne, Manager of the Allied Irish
Bank, presented the Junior Sports Award to Sharon O’ Leary,
whilst Donal Casey, Manager of the Bank of Ireland, presented
Mateusz Rudak with the Senior Sports Award. Finally, Annette
Keane, Director of Life Science Consultants in Kinsale presented
a new science and technology award to Karen Briscoe for her
outstanding achievement in Maths and Science in particular her
selection for the European Girls Maths Olympiad in Lexembourg
last year.
In welcoming Miriam O’ Callaghan as guest of honour to the
Kinsale Community School, Fergal McCarthy, school principal,
acknowledged the vital role that Miriam plays in Irish society
in ensuring that key decision makers are held to account for
decisions made in respect of public services in general, and in
respect of education in particular. Mr McCarthy appealed to Ms
O’Callaghan directly asking that ‘you would continue to use your

skill and intelligence through your incisive interview techniques
to protect and uphold people’s rights to a world class education
that is affordable to all.
The principal also recognised and congratulated Ms O’Callaghan
for her ‘ambition for females to excel in areas of study and
employment that were traditionally seen as the preserve of
males’. In amplifying this point he thanked Ms O’Callaghan for
the national platform that she provided to Ciara Judge, Emir
Hickey and Sophie Healy Thow before and after their success as
the European Young Scientist competition last September.
Mr McCarthy commended the teaching staff at the Kinsale
Community School. He stated that the success underpinning
the school is how adept the teaching staff is in meeting the
individual needs of the students on a daily basis. He stated
that information was never as easy to access as it is now. He
noted that 80% of all mobile phones held by people in Ireland
are smart phones. There was a time, he said, when ‘teachers
were the source of information but that day is gone. A teacher
is now a curator of information. The teachers in this school work
with our students to convert information to knowledge and
knowledge to wisdom’.
While the principal spoke of the obvious benefits of the
technological advancements in connectivity, he also spoke of
the paradoxical reality that many never felt as alone. He urged
students that had graduated from the Kinsale Community
School to ensure that they retain the friendships that they
developed in school and that they should always develop an
even greater capacity for kindness.
In concluding the event, Mr. McCarthy thanked all those
involved in another successful Awards Night including Ms Aoife
O’Mahony (Awards Co-ordinator). He specifically thanked
Miriam O’ Callaghan whom he believed added an extra flavour to
the evening. Visitors to the school participated in refreshments
in the C-Corridor and this gave many the opportunity to have a
good catch up. It is sincerely hoped that all those present had
an enjoyable evening.
Fergal McCarthy (Principal) and Ms Aoife O’Mahony (Awards
Co-ordinator)
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Y1 Nominees

Y2 Nominees

Y3 Nominees
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TY Nominees

Y5 Nominees
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Gaisce Silver Award Recipients

Gaisce Bronze Award Recipients

Civic Virtue Awards - LCA Class 2012-2013
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BT Young Scientist Award Winners

European Union Contest for Young Scientist Winners
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Senior Sports Nominees

Booklet.indd 9

Senior Academic Award - John D. O’ Callaghan

Junior Academic Award Winner - Ciara Judge

Kilian Ryan Award Winner - Lisa O’ Donovan

Leaving Certificate Applied Award - Robert Crowley

Sinead Barry Award Winner - Aoife Keating

Science and Technology Award Winner - Karen Briscoe
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Junior Sports Winner - Sharon O’ Leary

Senior Sports Award - Mateusz Rudak

Special Sports Awards - Danielle McGregor (Kickboxing) and
Jessica Sheehan (Athletics)

Joe McGrath Award Winner - Ashling Moloney

BOI Award Winner -Lily Carpenter

BOI Award Winner -Shay Saunders

Catherine O’ Bryne Award -Teresa O’ Donovan

Y1 Winner - David Graham
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Y2 Winner - Maebh Delahunty

Y3 Winner - Christine Marron

Y4 Winner - Eoin Healy

Y5 Winner - Terence Cowhig

The full lisTing of nominees and
award winners is as follows:
first Year
Martin Collins, Katie Daly, Fiona Deasy, Shona Finn, Georgia
Gould, David Graham, Christopher Healy, Julie Moynihan,
Veronika Mozolewski, Jasmine Norman, Martin O’Brien, Ross
O’Donovan, Tom O’Donovan and Stan Russell.
The overall winner was David Graham.
second Year
James Barry, Oceane Brophy, Marieke Buckley, Lily Carpenter,
Denis Coughlan, Maebh Delahunty, Kate Delaney, Molly
Dunican, Alannah Humphreys, Sara Hurley, Sarah O’Callaghan,
Megan O’Connor, Michaella O’Driscoll and Ailis Ward.
The overall winner was Maebh Delahunty.
Third Year
Lara Butler, Ciara Judge, Daniel Kelleher, Christine Marron,
Nicole McCarthy, Royanne McGregor, Finola Moloney, Joe
Moriarty, Conor Morrison, Laura Murphy, Melanie O’Donovan,
Sadhbh O’Hanrahan, Elaine O’Reilly and Joythi Reynolds.
The overall winner was Christine Marron.
Transition Year
Jake Butler-Murphy, Eoghan Gilleran, Eoin Healy, Elizabeth
Keogh, Elizabeth McCarthy, Billy Mulcahy, Eimear Nyhan, Fergal
O’Brien, Denice O’Leary, Szymon Pindel, Michael Sheehan,
Capri McPhearson, Cliodhna Walsh and Caroline Wright.
The overall winner was Eoin Healy.

Y6 Winner - Aine Barry
Fifth Year
Bartosz Bloch, Karen Briscoe, Georgina Buckley, Brian Collins,
Terence Cowhig, Grace Cronin, Sonia Gleasure, Caoimhe Hill,
Miriam Hurley, Daniel Lawton, Amy Morgan, Ailbhe O’Connell,
Jake O’Neill, Daisy Pemble and Laura White.
The overall winner was Terence Cowhig.
sixth Year
Aine Barry, Robert Crowley, Ashling Moloney, Ross Curtin, Ella
Griffin, Anna Henderson, Cathal Hurley, Aoife Keating, Eoin
Kingston, Marley McCallum, Claire Murphy, Jessica Norrish,
Kevin Nyhan, John D. O’Callaghan, Ciara O’Leary, Aislinn
O’Mahony and Kevin Whelton.
The overall winner was Aine Barry.
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gaisce President’s awards
Bronze Awards: Jake Butler Murphy, Aaron Clayton, Fionnuala
Cogan, Shane Cummins, Anna Hannon, Hannah Hughes,
Elizabeth McCarthy, Shannon Mouroz, Leah Murphy, Eimear
Nyhan, Donal O’Donovan, James O’Donovan, Rachel O’Driscoll,
Gary O’Leary, Caitriona O’Reilly, Katie Wall, Cliodhna Walsh and
Caronline Wright.
Silver Awards: Grace Cronin, Sonia Gleasure, Amy Harrington,
Paul Harrington, Caoimhe Hill, Amy Morgan, Faye Murphy,
Thérese O’Donoghue, Fiona O’Donovan, Eimear Stanley and
Alice Whelan.
Bank of Ireland Awards
Excellence in History – Lily Carpenter
Student Involvement – Shay Saunders
Civic Virtue awards
Sean Ahern, Bartoz Bloch, Terrence Cowhig, Orestas Kalvaitis,
Haley Kiely, Jakub Kurawa, Jordan McNamara, Emily O’Brien,
Michelle O’Leary, Jake O’Neill, Conor Roche and Joy Tarronas.
Kilian ryan memorial award: Lisa O’Donovan
Catherine o’Byrne memorial award: Teresa O’Donovan
sinéad Barry memorial award: Aoife Keating
science and Technology award: Karen Briscoe
Young Scientist Competition
BT Young Scientist: James Barry, Marieke Buckley, Mackenzie
Cahill, Sophie Healy-Thow, Emer Hickey, Ciara Judge, Luke
Henderson, Tadhg McCarthy, Paul O’Donovan and Michaella
O’Driscoll.
European Union Contest for Young Scientists: Sophie HealyThow, Emer Hickey and Ciara Judge.
Sports Awards - Junior Sports:
Liam Cronin, James Cronin, Katie Daly, Sean Gambier-Ross,

Georgina Gould, Liam Griffin, Grainne Hannon, Christopher
Healy, Abbie Jeffrey, Sinead Keating, Fergus Lordan, Caitlin
Mulligan, Brooklyn O’Connell, Sadhbh O’Leary, Sharon O’Leary,
Cian O’Mahony, Ciara Walsh.
The overall winner was Sharon O’Leary.
Sports Awards – Senior Sports:
Timmy Broderick, Cathal Butler, Rickard Cahalane, Nicola
Coleman, Linda Collins, Grace Cronin, Troy Dillon, Chris Dunne,
Sean Óg Gately, Eoin Healy, Aisling Lee, Danielle Murphy,
Kenneth O’Callaghan, Jordan O’Connell, Ciara O’Leary, Jillian
O’Leary, James O’Mahony, Mateusz Rudak, Joan Tyner, Clare
Tyner, Gary Ward.
The overall winner was Mateusz Rudak.
Special Achievement Award in Sport: Danielle McGregor and
Jessica Sheehan.
Joe McGrath Award: Ashling Moloney
academic awards:
Rickard Cahalane (Geography), Julie Cateysson (French), Jack
Coffey (Biology), Jessica Cronin (Irish, Chemistry, Biology),
Jack Dwyer (Religion), Levi Fallon (Engineering), Daniel Galvin
(English, History), Ella Griffin (English, Art), Aoife Keating
(English, Business), Liam Lanigan (Music), Liam McCarthy
(Biology), Laoighse McCarthy (Music), Marley McCallum (Irish,
Music, English), Danielle McGregor (German), Ashling Moloney
(English, Irish), Claire Murphy (Music), Kevin Nyhan (Chemistry,
Accounting, Biology), John D. O’Callaghan (Irish, Maths, DCG),
Maebh O’Driscoll (Religion), Jillian O’Leary (Geography),
Stephen O’Leary (French), Aislinn O’Mahony (Irish, Home
Economics), Jack O’Reilly (Physics, Biology, Applied Maths,
Engineering), Daniel O’Riordan (Construction Studies), Aisling
Walsh (English) and Kevin Whelton (Construction Studies).
Junior Academic Award: Ciara Judge
Leaving Certificate Applied Award: Robert Crowley
senior academic award: John D. O’Callaghan

On February 26th , 2A1 were visited by volunteer, Declan, from the Guide Dogs for the Blind. It was arranged as part of our CSPE
project. Declan brought in with him a fundraising dog named Heidi, who is a Golden Doodle, a crossbred between a golden retriever
and a poodle.
We learned that Irish Guide Dogs has been running since 1976 and is based on Model Farm Road, Cork. It is a non-profit organisation
and relies on money donated by the public. It costs over €4 million to run each year. They provide vital services to people who are
blind and vision impaired and also families of children with Autism.
2A1 really enjoyed Declan’s talk. It was very interesting to hear about the valuable work that they do. The most enjoyable part of the
talk was meeting Heidi! She was a lovely looking dog and very friendly too.
We were very thankful to Declan for coming in to speak to our class. We raised 88 euros amongst ourselves and donated it to the
Shades Campaign that the TY were involved in collecting in May.
Aisling O’Donovan 2A1
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Student Council
This year our Student Council consisted of 15 members.
First year representatives were Brian Desmond, Kriska
O’Riordan, Daniel O’Hanrahan and Ceara Dhingra. Second
year representatives were Adam Cummins and Mary O
Donovan. Third year representatives were Jerome Bernard
and Oceane Brophy. Fourth year representatives were Cian
Reilly and Ciara Gimblett. Fifth year representatives were
Eoin Hurley, Jake Butler Murphy and Alana McCarthy and
sixth year representatives were Aaron O Sullivan (Head
Boy)and Fay Murphy(Head Girl). The students were voted
by their fellow class mates in early October.
We received a seminar from Mr John Murphy where we
learned valuable team building skills and how to plan
and organise things in order for the smooth running
of the Student Council. At the seminar, we appointed
a Chairperson (Alana McCarthy) and Secretary (Ciara
Gimblett) of the Student Council. The seminar was a huge
success and also very helpful for us for the rest of the year.
Meetings commenced in November every second Friday
during lunchtime. We discussed many matters in the meetings
throughout the year such as bullying, the school shop and how
to keep the school clean.

We also helped Mr. Hogan with a bullying survey that he created
for the students of Kinsale Community School. We also gave
him feedback on the bullying presentation that he compiled,
proving very successful.

In November we received a letter from Sr. Rita after the tragic
Typhoon Hayain hit, seeking aid. The Student Council decided it
would be a good idea to have a non-uniform day to raise money
to rebuild the Sisters of Mercy convent which was destroyed in
the Typhoon in the Philippines. The family homes of at least
six sisters were destroyed and many of the Sisters lost some
relatives in the disaster. The non-uniform day was a great
success and we thank all students for their generosity.

On behalf of the Student Council we would like to thank Ms.
Hogan, our support teacher. Ms. Hogan supported us, gave
us suggestions and also gave up so much of her time to ensure
the Student Council would be successful. We have all enjoyed
being part of this year’s Student Council and we wish next year’s
Student Council the very best of luck.

European Youth Parliament

National session in Portlaoise in March. My committee was
dealing with the issue of climate change and what we can do to
reduce European emissions. It was another amazing experience
and afterwards, I was lucky enough to be selected for the
International team. I’ll be going to an International session in
Spring 2015, hopefully somewhere sunny, along with 20 other
students from around Ireland. EYP was my favourite part of TY
– it was a great experience.
Hugh Whelan (TY)

European Youth Parliament or EYP is a non-profit organisation
which has bases in all major European countries. It holds many
international and national sessions each year. With EYP Ireland,
I took part in the Munster session, in early September. TY and
5th year students from schools across Munster took part, and
we had a great weekend.

Alana McCarthy (Y5)

Each session works the same
way, modelled on how the real
European Parliament works; day
1 is for teambuilding, followed by
committee work on the second
day. This is where the committee
identifies the issues they wish to
solve and proposes solutions. At
the end of the day a resolution is
published. The last day is general
assembly, where each committee
debates each other’s resolutions.
This is the best day, as you get a
chance to voice your opinions and
challenge the other delegates.
From Munster I went on to the
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French Breakfast
First year French classes organised a
French breakfast with their French
teachers. A traditional French breakfast
of croissants, pain au chocolat, baguette,
hot chocolate and coffee was thoroughly
enjoyed by students. The students made
a huge effort in planning the event and the
room was decorated with French posters,
flags and music. All students made great
efforts to speak French and practice their
newly acquired vocabulary.
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En vacances en France!
30 Transition Year students participated in a French Exchange
Programme this year. The French Department in Kinsale
Community School and the Lycée Audiberti in Antibes annually
organise this exchange. Pupils who participate in this programme
are hosted by their partner for a week in Antibes in October.
They then host the French student for a week in Kinsale in May.
This year the response from both parents and students was
unprecedented. Many TY students said it was the highlight of
the year. Both schools liaised closely to offer day trips to the
visiting group so that everyone benefitted from a real holiday
combined with the academic time spent at school.
Each morning in France Irish students received 2 hours of
intensive French. This is followed by time in class with partners.
Excursions which are the highlight of the trip included Monaco,
Monte Carlo, Cannes, Walking Tour of Antibes, Edenroc
Government Mansion. We were also hosted at the Town Hall by

Our Time Apart
It’s surprising how little we know about some people.
After a whole lifetime.
Take my grandfather, for example.
It was only after he died that I realised
what sort of a man he was.
He never battled in any war,
(Apart from the one with cancer for the
last five years of his life).
A diamond buried in earth.
(Though he preferred to be called by his first name).
What could you say about him?
A farmer.
In nineteen fifty something he moved to Gliwice.
(Though that wasn’t to happen for a long time)
Finished a Master’s degree in engineering at the local
university of technology
Employed as chief safety manager in the
local steelworks plant;
Married my grandmother. But never built any castles.
(Apart from the one he called his home).

While others created basilicas and
glorious cathedrals to praise gods,
He grew tomatoes in the back
garden and never went to church
(Apart from big holidays when my grandmother forced him to).

M Leonetti, the Mayor of Antibes.
When the French returned they similarly received daily tuition
in English and then shadowed their partner in class. We took
advantage of the presence of the French group to pair them off
with 5th year students who wanted to practice their oral French
before the external summer oral test.
A programme of events was organised by the school or by
the Irish students which included Cobh Heritage Centre, Fota
Wildlife Park, Cork City Gaol, UCC, Kinsale Ghost Tour as well as
the all important meeting with the last Mayor of Kinsale in the
Town Hall!
Everyone studying a language should avail of one of the language
exchange programmes offer by the school. It is an extremely
low cost way of spending a week in the native country of your
target language where Irish teachers are always at the end of
the phone in case of any teething problems. Third year students
should keep this in mind for next year!!
And no drugs in the world could ever save us from ourselves).
On a hospital bed
His last breath flew out -- together with his soul -His eyes froze, filled with vacuum, his heart stifled into place,
his blood coagulated.
I’d gotten to know more about him in
the first five days of our time apart
Than in our fourteen years together.
Three years later, now six feet under
His photograph sits on the mantle,
the glass pane still emitting a light reflection
But in all this time you were just a grandfather to me;
My grandfather (who grew tomatoes in the
back garden and never went to church).
And I still send you postcards from Ireland every now and then
To prove to myself that you still exist.
Simon Pindel (Y5)

Y6 FINAL DAY

He died aged 73.
He didn’t go gently into that good night.
Stubbornly he clung to the ledge, his head
bare of all hair never turning down, always pointed upwards.
He was calling to us saying he’ll manage.
(A body of frail bones but a sturdy soul).
But one by one each finger slid off until it slipped out of the
reach of the ledge.
Someone said they should have thrown him a rope.
(While I say he should have stopped smoking;

Y6 students enjoying ice-cream and sunshine celebrating their final day in
school. We wish them the very best of luck in their exams in June.
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frohe osTern!
haPPY easTer!
Easter is one of the most celebrated holidays in
Germany. Easter marks the eagerly anticipated
season of Spring. Students studying German
in first year and second year marked this
celebration by decorating hollowed out eggs
( ausgeblasene Eier) and making Easter cards
which were put on display. The tradition in
Gemany to decorate branches of trees with
eggs for Easter is centuries old.
Hefezopf is a sweet bread eaten in southern
Germany, Switzerland and Austria. The Hefezopf is traditionally decorated with dyed eggs on Easter Sunday. Second year students
each baked a Hefezopf and enjoyed it at a German breakfast morning held during German class.
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Transition Year students once again rose to the challenge of
volunteering when I approached them regarding entering a
school float in the vibrant Kinsale St Patrick’s Day Parade.
The chosen theme for our float was THANK YOU FOR THE
MUSICALS based on the school’s reputation for producing
quality musical productions over the last 20 years. The float
was constructed by Eoin Wright who works with the school
Woodwork Dept. He put in endless hours and refused to
compromise on even the most intricate details. This labour
of love was completed just hours before the parade actually
started.

Ten students from Transition Year dressed in costumes from all
the musicals..ABBA, SISTER ACT, GREASE, SOUND OF MUSIC and
others. Microphones in hand they sang to backing tracks and
definitely made lots of noise for the huge crowds that lined the
streets.
Thanks to Liz Timmons from Rampart Players, Kathleen
Fitzpatrick from the Art Dept, Brendan Barry caretaker, Niamh
Hay TY Co coordinator and to all the students who took part.
Special thanks to Lisa Marie Linehan and Caitlin Mulligan for
their enthusiasm and organisation.
Tony Cierans
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of the day was the product of huge work from a team of
Transition Year mini-company students ‘Kinsale Gems’ – Aidene
O’ Mahony, Ciara Walsh, Orla Scanlon, Sophie Healy-Thow, Alex
Jeffery, Jyothi Reynolds, Nicole Corkery and TY student Lisa
Linehan who taught all first year students a dance to the song
‘Happy’ by Pharrell Williams. This dance was performed by First
Years at lunchtime along with some teachers who displayed
some questionable dance moves – highlights include Mr. Holly’s
‘Micheal Jackson moves’, Mr. Murphy’s and Ms. Kearney’s
‘casagh’ and Mr. Hayes’ ‘raise the roof’. Proceedings in the hall
were co-ordinated by Ms. Hayes with the help of the Kinsale
Gems and the Flash Mob was posted on YouTube. There was a
great buzz on the day with a great feeling of positivity.
On Friday, March 21st our school celebrated a ‘Positive Mental
Health Awareness Day’. This day was one of the final tasks
which the school committed to as part of ‘The Amber Flag
Initiative’. The Amber Flag Initiative was created and developed
by Suicide Aware, The Institute of Guidance Counsellors with
the support of Cork GAA and Red FM. The aim of this initiative
is to encourage conversation about mental health issues so that
discussion about these issues becomes the norm and not the
exception. The hope is that by de-stigmatising mental health
issues students will begin to ‘Talk- Share- Connect’ with each
other and with adults who can help. On completion of three
tasks the school will be presented with an Amber Flag which will
fly in a conspicuous place outside our school as a symbol of our
support for the positive mental health for all of our students.
This initiative was co-ordinated by Ms. Deirdre Griffin one of
our Guidance Counsellors who along with a team of ‘Amber
Flag’ teachers (Mr. M O’Connell, Ms. G Sheehy, Mr. G Hogan,
Ms. E Bennett, Ms. Anne O’ Leary, Ms. C O’Loughlin) and
students (Jemima Recks, Orla Scanlon, Sinead Keating, Emer
Hickey, Megan O’ Mahony, Emma Moriarty, Liam Griffin, Liam
Cronin, Joe Moriarty, John Murphy, Cian O’Reilly) who came
up with three tasks. The first task completed was to put up a
notice board in school which displays notices, news and general
information on issues relating to positive mental health and
wellbeing along with details of student supports available. The
second task was Transition Year students participation in the
‘MentaliTY’ conference (accompanied by Ms. D Griffin, Ms. B
Bowen and Ms. S Moloney) on positive mental health which
was organised by Suicide Aware and the Institute of Guidance
Counsellors. Seventy students attended at Rochestown Park
Hotel on Thursday April 3rd to hear various speakers including
Mick O’Driscoll (former Munster and Ireland Rugby player)
and Eamonn Keane (Therapist) speak on the theme of how to
develop positive mental health strategies. A third event was an
Art competition organised by Ms. Anne O’ Leary where Cathy
Hynes (1A1) and Jasmine McShane (2A2) both won prizes of
book vouchers for their great art compositions.
Our Positive Mental Health Awareness Day on 21st March
consisted of each class group being given an amber coloured
art sheet on which every student could write a positive mental
health message, amounting to over 800 messages. On the day
the Amber Flag Team of students created an Amber corridor full
of positive messages. Students and teachers were encouraged
to wear something orange in support and teachers had a ‘teaparty’ in the staffroom at break-time. The absolute highlight

Miss Griffin said, “The main reason why the day was such a
success was that it was inclusive of all - teachers, students,
the whole school community. Working on developing positive
mental health strategies takes discipline, time and commitment
and working on good mental health is a job for everybody,
young people and adults. The theme of this initiative is to
encourage members of communities to ‘Talk-Share-Connect’.
On this day and leading up to it students talked with teachers
in their classes on the theme of positive mental health, shared
their individual messages and saw how their messages could
influence others. We also had fun together….. very important.”
The school was presented with the Amber Flag on May 8th and
will fly outside the school as a symbol of our commitment to
nurturing positive mental health for all in our school.
Alex Jeffrey (TY)

Ms O’Leary pictured with Cathy Hynes Y1, Winner of the Amber Flag Mental
Health Awareness Poster Campaign

Ms O’Leary presenting prize to Jasmine McShane, Winner of Y2 Amber Flag
Mental Health Awareness Poster Campaign
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Kinsale Community Response to Dementia (K-CoRD) is one
of four national projects being co-funded by the Irish Health
Service Executive (HSE) and Atlantic Philanthropies, through
the Genio Trust, to develop services that will support people
with dementia to remain at home, active in their communities.
K-CoRD will stand as a model of how people with dementia can
retain more independence and control over their own lives
and remain in their own homes, in their own communities,
connected to family and friends. The learning arising from this
innovative project will lead to a transformation in the way we
think about, respond to and care for people with dementia in
Ireland.
The two main pillars of K-CoRD are individualised support for
those living with dementia and their families, and the creation
of dementia friendly community through awareness raising and
education in the community. K-CoRD would like to thank the
three transition year students from Kinsale Community School
who worked with them, over the last year, as part of the school’s
community programme.
Ciara Gimblett and Sean Gambier-Ross helped at the K-CoRD
Conference and have also helped with the organising of various
K-CoRD events. Christine Marron also helped out at K-CoRD
events and is producing a short film for K-CoRD: ‘Stories of
Kinsale’. K-CoRD, and all the attendees, were delighted when
the Kinsale Community School Trad Group performed at
K-CoRD’s St. Patrick’s Day Event in Acton’s Hotel. A ‘Dementia
Awareness’ workshop is also being developed with students.
K-CoRD will roll out this out in schools next year.

Pictured are Dr Tony Foley, Ann Twomey, Cathy Gambier-Ross, Sean GambierRoss, Ciara Gimblett and Deirdre Cullen (Project Lead) at the K-CoRD
Conference. (John Collins, Photographer).

Sorcha Doyle and Saoirse Hill in carrying out their study on
“People’s Awareness and Attitude to Dementia” as part of the
BT Young Scientist Competition. Their project went on to win
their category; and the just released ‘Freedemliving’ films were
shown at their stand at the Exhibition. Their findings can be
read on K-CoRD’s website www.kcord.ie.
As part of the Community Work Module in Transition year,
Ciara Gimblett and Sean Gambier-Ross spent each Thursday
afternoon in the K-CoRD office in Haven Bay. They were very
busy helping out in the organisation of various events including
promotions and advertisements for K-CoRD. The students
thoroughly enjoyed the experience and learned many valuable
skills such as communication, teamwork and organisation skills.
In particular, the students wished to highlight the importance of
awareness of dementia particularly to their fellow classmates.
K-CoRD looks forward to working with more students from
Kinsale Community School in 2014/2015.

K-CoRD were delighted to support two second year students,
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The time was approaching six in the
morning – Earth Time – when Ansgar
Bjornson was roused from his slumber
by the reverberating tones emanating
from his receiver. The insistent buzz of
the phone against the cold steel of what
passed for a nightstand cut the silence in
two, pervading his dreams and ushering
him back to the land of the living. Rising
blearily to answer the call, sleep clouding
his mind and his vision, it took the thirtysomething-year-old a good moment to
piece together the words which echoed
electronically down the line.
Lab… specimen… Stavig…
That name brought Bjornson to his feet
in the space of a second. Fumbling
awkwardly into whatever clothing his
hands came to rest upon, he splashed
some water from the sink upon his weary
features, stowed the phone securely in a
pocket and made swiftly for the door. He
invested no more than a brief moment in
waking his children, Lars and Kari, telling
them that he was needed urgently at the
lab, to make themselves some breakfast
and to please get themselves to the
schoolhouse on time this morning. Little
Kari, half asleep herself, made him give
his word that he would tell them both a
story when he got back that night.
“I’ll tell you all the stories you like, little
dove,” promised Ansgar as he retreated
from the room, “Just as soon as daddy
gets home.”
And with that, he was out the door and
away. Abrupt, perhaps, but the young
ones were used to their father’s morning
flights from their cramped yet bare
apartment by now – after all, there was
not a man, woman or child in the colony
who wasn’t aware that when Director
Stavig summoned you, you came running.
Despite what should have been an
ungodly hour to rise at, the sun’s rays
were already cresting the high perimeter
walls which encircled Camp Haven. Like
the summons themselves, one grew
accustomed to the unique terrestrial
movements of this planet – the sun
always rose early on Eleos-7. Reaching
the laboratory complex in mere minutes,

Ansgar Bjornson made his way across
the lobby with due haste, swiping his
card to call the lift as he did most every
morning. Being the leading – albeit the
only – biologist in the colony meant
that it was Dr. Bjornson’s duty, and his
alone, to provide a suitable taxonomy
for any new flora or fauna which the
pioneering field researchers returned
with from their ventures into the wilds of
Eleos-7. So far he had only really had to
apply appropriate classification to plant
cuttings, insects and small animals, but
if the urgency with which the researcher
on the phone had spoken was anything
to go by, then Ansgar had the somehow
perturbing feeling that this morning’s
“specimen” would be something… more.
Adjusting his tie and his sleep-tousled hair
in a wall-length mirror, the taxonomist
rode the lift down to the lower zones of
the expansive complex, four levels deep
to the research labs. Disembarking,
he was promptly greeted by one of the
facility’s many lab assistants – the one
whom he had received the call from,
as far as he could tell – who sketchily
outlined the situation to Ansgar.
“Extraordinary,” murmured the aging
man, ushering Bjornson hurriedly
along a blindingly lit corridor, “Quite
extraordinary indeed… research team
Beta 3 returned an hour ago with a most
unusual specimen… of course, the men
will fill you in in more detail themselves…
ah, right through here…”

anyone watching that the two furthest
away from Ansgar were without question
the subordinates. Close-cropped hair,
dark glasses, handguns at the ready lest
some unfortunate incident arise; the pair
were the epitome of the word lackey if
ever there was one. Yet despite their
rugged, no-nonsense demeanours, the
third man was by far the most intimidating
of the three assembled. Where they
hunched forward, broad-shouldered as
a couple of club-wielding Neanderthals,
their superior’s lean straight-backed
figure cut a severe frame. Where their
brows furrowed into knots of mindless
obedience, his acute features, sharpboned and deep-angled, demanded
obedience whilst managing all the while
to maintain an air of calm confidence.
It was his eyes, though, when at last they
turned to scrutinize his very being, that
sent a chill through Ansgar Bjornson, just
as they had so many times before. Blue,
they were, but far from the kind of deep
blue pools you could lose yourself in –
no, the director’s eyes were as pale as
a glacial flow, with a coldness to match,
and when they were focused so icily, so
unblinkingly on you, as they focused on
Ansgar now, one could hardly help but
feel that they were somehow being laid
bare before that unflinching gaze.
“Dr. Bjornson,” purred Erling Stavig, the
faintest whisper of a smile gracing his
thinly bearded features, “So nice of you
to join us this morning.”

Dr. Bjornson found himself being led
into the white-panelled atrium of one
of the facility’s larger holding cells – one
of a size which they had as of yet had no
use for. With a nod of affirmation, the
stooped assistant scuttled back through
the doorway and out of sight, leaving
Ansgar alone with the three other men
currently occupying the room.

“D-Director. I apologize profusely if I
am late,” began Ansgar, silently berating
himself on the unshakeable stutter
which always seemed to surface when in
Stavig’s presence, “I mislaid my keycard,
you see, and I-“

Of the trio before him, two stood further
back, near the far corner, whilst the third
stood closer, gazing through the one-way
mirror installed on the right hand wall
of the atrium, his eyes focused intently
upon whatever captive life-form Beta 3
had hauled in for examination. Of these
three men, it was overbearingly clear to

“No need for excuses, doctor. You have
two young children, of course, and one’s
children must come first, no? How are
the little ones?”

Stavig saw fit to cut him off before he dug
himself any deeper.

As expected, Stavig gave no time to
answer that question, if it even was one.
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“Either way, Arnesen will have informed
you that Beta 3 have outdone themselves
this morning,” continued Stavig,
beckoning a nervous Bjornson over
towards the glass, “You see? Quite the
find, is it not…?”
Crouched in the far left corner of the cell
was an animal quite unlike anything Dr.
Bjornson had previously encountered.
At first glance, one could have mistaken
it for one of Earth’s howler monkeys, but
upon closer inspection this was clearly
not the case. Its ears, quite unlike those
of the howler, protruded upwards and
outwards in tufts of the brilliant orange
fur which covered most of the creature’s
body, save for its claws, feet and the area
surrounding its face – and what a face!
If the ears and the hooked claws weren’t
proof enough that this animal was no
primate, then the protruding, almost
lupine face left no doubt in Bjornson’s
mind that the animal was utterly separate
from any family present back on Earth.
His fear of the director momentarily
quelled by his desire to learn more about
this unique specimen, Ansgar hurriedly
requested permission to examine the
life-form at a closer level. No sooner
had Stavig granted the request than the
doctor was pulling on his labcoat and
surgical mask and sliding his keycard
once again through the reader situated
by the cell door. Entering the chamber
as slowly and as silently as was possible,
Ansgar turned once more to face their
captive. At first the creature’s snoutlike face, covered in a coat of fine black
fur, was downcast, but upon hearing the
noise of the door behind Ansgar sliding
automatically closed, its gaze snapped up
to meet the doctors.
Somehow – it was no more than a gut
feeling – Ansgar immediately sensed a
spark, some flicker of intelligence behind
the dark, oddly doleful eyes of black
which surveyed him now with some
degree of apprehension. Like glistening
opals they were, embedded in the dark
fuzz of the animal’s face, and he could
see now that the creature was indeed
frightened – why shouldn’t it be? It
pressed itself backwards against the
juncture of the two walls, as far as the
corner would allow, probably expecting
this pale silent beast with its unruly tuft
of head-fur to lunge at any second. A
number of ways to calm the creature
appeared and vanished from Ansgar’s
mind in a matter of seconds – for the first

time in his career, he was at a loss of what
to do when facing a specimen.
Hedging his bets on the creatures
cognitive ability, and acutely aware that
Stavig and his henchmen were watching
every move he made from the far side
of the glass, Ansgar dropped slowly to
one knee, then to the other, so as to be
at more or less an equal height to the
creature. Knowing that many animals
took discomfort or hostility from direct
eye contact, Ansgar instead focused on
the wall directly to the right of the wolflike biped’s head.
And then, for some reason unbeknownst
to the doctor – for he, with over a decade
of study, could surely have come up with
a better approach to the situation –
decided to speak to the creature.
“Hello,” he ventured, as clearly yet as
calmly as he could manage.
Nothing for a long, agonizing moment
– and then, astonishingly the animal
responded in kind. The noise it made
was in a low husky tone, but loud enough
to make out quite clearly.
“A-lo.”
Ansgar shivered then, and his head swam
– surely the creature couldn’t have been
attempting to imitate his words? Simple
mimicry was a likely explanation, but
what if…
“Did you say hello?” tried Ansgar.
Another minute.
“You say… a-lo”
Ansgar stumbled blearily backwards to
his feet, causing the animal to emit a low
squeal of surprise and retreat further into
the relative safety of its corner. Ansgar
was reeling now… if he was right, and this
animal had definitely made a meaningful
attempt at imitating his speech, then
perhaps it had turned the tables,
attempting what he himself had tried to
achieve by initiating the conversation –
to try and make him understand that it
wasn’t hostile, it didn’t view him as an
enemy. Of course, if it was true, then
the results of this discovery would be
groundbreaking… not only would this
be the first sentient – or at least semisentient – life-form found to be living on
Eleos-7, but also what could probably be

the closest thing to full human awareness
and ability to adapt to diverse situations
that had ever previously been,
The sound of the door sliding open jarred
Ansgar back out of his fevered daydream.
Wheeling about, he found himself faceto-face with one of Stavig’s guards, who
ushered him brusquely from the cell.
Back in the atrium, Stavig was staring
more intently than ever at the animal,
who now appeared to be standing,
craning its neck towards the exit and
repeating that same phrase desperately,
over and over again; “A-lo… a-lo… a-lo…”
After a moment’s tense silence of listening
to the unnerving syllables echoing from
the speakers on the right wall, Stavig
turned abruptly to face Ansgar.
“Mr. Bjornson,” announced the director
coolly, “You are free to go now.”
Ansgar was shocked.
“B-but… director, sir… would you like me
to write up my taxonomy for tomorrow
then… shall I… what are we to do with
the… the…?”
“What we are to do with the specimen,
doctor, I shall fill you in on only when I
see fit. It shall be left to the researchers
to perform any further tests – your job
here is done.”
The reality of the situation hit Ansgar like
a tidal wave.
“But… you won’t… that is, you won’t
harm the animal will you? Not meaning
to pry, director, I just believe it may be
better if we..”
“We,” intoned Stavig, silencing the
stuttering man with a single glacial glare,
“are done here. Good-day, Dr. Bjornson.”
And that was that.
Stumbling in the door of his apartment
some time later, his mind a maelstrom of
conflicting emotions, Ansgar was seized
immediately by Lars and Kari, the twins
demanding that since he was home early,
and since there was an hour at least left
until school began, then he better think
of a good story for them at once.
Not right now, he thought to say, Get
yourselves ready for the day, daddy
needs a rest right now.
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But he had promised his children a story,
and, as he had been told not so long ago,
one’s children come first.
“Alright,” he proclaimed, sinking defeated
into the single armchair they owned,
“Alright! What would you like me to tell
you about today?”

“A monster?” queried Lars, and there was
no avoiding it then.
And then, thinking back, Ansgar had a
story for his children after all.
“Yes, my little wolf, I met a monster today.
A merciless beast, with a voice that made
grown men quiver in fear.”

“Tell us about your day,” piped up Kari,
“Why did you run off so early this time?”

Lars was dumbfounded, but Kari managed
to find her voice.

Ansgar could have groaned – the last
thing he wanted to dwell upon was the
poor creature in the holding cells.

“What was it like, father?” she whispered,
“Was the monster scary?”

“I… Daddy had to go and see a… an animal
the men brought in from the forest..”
“An animal?” interjected Kari.

“Oh, yes,” insisted Ansgar, thinking back
on the animal, crouched in the corner of
its white-panelled prison, “Terrifying to
behold, with long pale claws…”
“And was it big?” asked Lars, able to

speak once more.
“Tall as the room, a great jagged giant,”
confided the doctor, moving his hands
to accentuate his description, “And you
know what the worst thing about it was?”
“What?” chimed the children in unison –
they knew the important part of the story
was coming.
“Its eyes,” murmured Ansgar Bjornson,
the memory of the creature’s deep black
eyes floating before him like a daydream,
“Blue, they were, but far from the kind of
deep blue pools you could lose yourself
in – no, the monster’s eyes were as pale
as a glacial flow, my little angels, and with
a coldness to match...”
John Cullen (Y5)

TY reTreaT
During January the
Transition Year students
travelled to Blackrock
to visit Scala and
participate in a day long
retreat which involved
ice breaker games,
meditation,
team
exercises and debates.
These
exercises
encouraged us to reflect
and engage with our
peers and enabled us
to express our opinions.
The day was a break
from the routine of the
school day.
I found the experience
really beneficial and
even though we were
only there for the day
I found myself gaining
confidence throughout
the course of the
retreat. The people
at Scala are really
encouraging and helped
us to express our true
opinions on important
topics. The team at
Scala have also recently
visited the school to
conduct interviews for
next year’s Meitheal
team.
Alexandra Jeffrey (TY3)

On Wednesday 26th March our class went down to the town of Kinsale to carry out a study of the
tourist industry and explore just why the town is such a popular destination. We were accompanied by
our Geography teacher Miss Byrne, Miss Maher, Miss O’Donovan and Mr Madigan We took pictures
of the historical sites, looked at the various facilities and services available to tourists and carried out
a survey with locals, shopkeepers, market stall owners as well as the tourists themselves. We found
out what the best tourist attractions were as well as some of the tourist attractions or areas that could
do with some improvement.
We discovered that most tourists came to enjoy the beautiful view and coastline, as well as the
historical sites and of course the gourmet food, for Kinsale is known across the country as the “food
capital of Ireland”. It was just as well we were back in time for lunch! As a geography class, we also
found that tourism means a lot to the town of Kinsale as it promotes business and creates employment
for the area. We saw the town at its best, as it was a beautiful sunny day. It was a great experience
for us to see the beauty of our local town and realise just how lucky we are to attend school in such a
beautiful part of the country; we also had fun working together!
Olivia Keohane and Grace Hurley (1A1)
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On the 5th April 2014, Mr Cathal O’Donovan won the Irish
National Duathlon Championships for the second year in a
row which were held in Fingal, County Dublin. This win was
the culmination of many months of training and racing where
he had competed in numerous duathlons all around Ireland
winning every single race that he took part in, including the
inaugural Fota Island Duathlon in Cork. The National Duathlon
Championship race on April 5th involved a 10km run followed
by a 40km cycle and a 5km run. Mr O’Donovan won it with
a margin of over two minutes and thirty seconds ahead of
the second placed athlete. The National Duathlon Series this
year involved eight races, one of which included the National
Championship on the 5th April. Points were accrued for each
race depending on the athlete’s final finishing position. So it is
not surprising to hear that he had also won the overall National
Duathlon Series also!
As a result of winning the Irish Champs, he was selected by
Triathlon Ireland to represent Ireland at the Elite European
Duathlon Standard distance Championships in August in Austria.
Mr O’Donovan’s success is going from strength to strength
and on the 11th May he won the Powerman UK Championship
in Dorset, England. This comprised of a 10km run, followed
by a 60km cycle and finally another 10km run. Not for the
fainthearted!! He won it by over six minutes ahead of the
world number 4 ranked Powerman, Matt Moorhouse and the

2013 British National Duathlon Champion Julian Lings. As a
result, he qualified for the World Powerman Championships on
September 7th in Switzerland.
Congratulations and well done to Mr O’Donovan and we wish
him every success over the coming months.
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On Wednesday 2nd March Ms. Murphy’s
Transition Year Business class went to
a local, yet largely unknown company.
ICP Newtech is situated in Killbrittain
and they are a Robotics company that
manufacture robots and machines for
security reasons e.g. Bomb disposing.
A bus full of TY’s accompanied by Ms
Murphy and Ms Hay left for Killbrittain
Wednesday morning at 9.30am. When we
arrived we were greeted by the founder
and manager of the company Eamon
Jackson. He is a great friend to Kinsale
Community School and is a member
of The Lion’s Club as well as being an
extremely successful entrepreneur.
Eamon walked us through the workshop
to the back room where he had two of
their robot modals on display for us. He
presented us with the background of the

company and stated many interesting
facts about the exporting and importing
that goes on there.
After Eamon’s presentation he split us
into two groups. One group was taken
out into the workshop where they had
three to four employees working on
their pieces and robots. We were talked
through what they were doing and why.
Their work looked very intricate and
difficult. Eamon took the other group
and let them drive the robots and see
how they really work. When we had seen
everything and asked all the questions
we had we swapped over with the other
group so everyone got to see the whole
company in full detail.
As a group we learned many things that
we weren’t aware of before we went.
Firstly we learned about the background

of the company and that there was a
robotics company located somewhere as
near as Killbrittain. We also learned about
ICP’s products and what they did; bomb
disposing, shooting at targets, travelling
through water. We also learned about
what is involved in coming up with an
idea and setting up a business enterprise.
Eamon started off with a simple idea
and it sparked into a very wealthy and
internationally successful business.
Our TY class would like to thank Eamon
Jackson and the workers of ICP Newtech
for making us feel so welcome and giving
us a really interesting tour. Also, we would
like to thank Ms Hay for accompanying us
and Ms Murphy for helping us organise
the whole event. We enjoyed our visit
and appreciate it very much.
Elaine O’Reilly (TY2)
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Dragsters are one of the School Metalwork/Technology projects
students will never forget!
Students design their own dragster, build it themselves and
then race it. They can compete with their classmates. Students
design their cars for speed or for show, or for both! It’s a hit with
students of second year metalwork classes.
The purpose of the DRAGSTER competition is to provide a
means for students to demonstrate their ability using Design
Make Appraise (DMA) principals to draw, design and then build
a dragster within a set of specifications. Students will consider
and compromise among aspects of: shape, size, weight,
wheel positioning, style, colour, additions, surface drag, wheel
alignment, line control placement, length and friction. They are

given the (controlled) freedom to design how they would like
their dragsters to look and run.
Congratulations to Ethan Moru (Y2) who won Best Design in
the Dragster Competition and Killian O’Neill (Y2) who won the
Dragster Race Competition. Both students were presented with
plaques by Mr. Tony Cierans, Mayor of Kinsale.
The metalwork / engineering department has been extremely
busy this year with students spending many months designing
projects both for the Dragster Competition and the Junior and
Leaving Certificate. Here you can enjoy a selection of work
created by students from 2nd, 3rd and 6th year.

Christopher Quinn (Y2)

Ethan Moru (Y2)

Fintan Forde (Y3)

James Desmond (Y6)

Killian O’Neill (Y2)

Martin O’Brien (Y2)

Sean O’Brien (Y3)

Stephen McAllister (Y3)

Thomas Fallon (Y3)

Timmy Broderick (Y3)

Winner of the Best Design Dragstar - Ethan Moru

Winner of the Dragstar Race -Killian O’Neill
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It was another exciting year for the school equestrian team.
In October the school sponsored a training day at the Kinsale
Equestrian Centre and welcomed in several new members.
In early April we hosted our 2nd Annual show jumping event,
sponsored by EuroSpar. We held the event in Kinsale Equestrian
Centre, and had a huge response from local schools. On Friday
the 11th of April, Kinsale was overcome with beautifully turned
out horses and riders with over 50 competitors taking part in
the event. The competition was fierce, and it came down to
only 3 schools riding in the jump off, KCS, Bandon Grammar
and Scoil Muire Bantry. Sadhbh O’Brien put in a tremendous
effort in the jump off, but was piped to the post by Scoil Mhuire!
Congratulations to all involved and we will be eagerly looking
forward to next year’s event. We would like to extend a big
thank you to Eurospar who provided the Cup and trophies
for the winners, and Zoe Barrett for the use of her equestrian
Centre.

Walsh, Sadhbh O’Brien, Megan O’Connor and Mary Carpenter.
The girls were fantastic despite the weather and managed to
come away with horses and riders intact.
In the last few weeks the Equestrian team have been hectic
selling raffle tickets in order raise some much needed funds for
the crew. We would like to thank Mr O Broin for providing the
excellent mountain bike which we raffled on Thurs the 10th of
April and congratulations to Ms Kelly the proud owner of the
new bike!
Several more exciting programmes are on the horizon and so
the team is busy preparing for forthcoming events over the
summer months.

Again this year we sent a team to compete in the Maryville
interschool’s event in Carrigaline. The team consisted of, Anna

Ms Sheehy, Ms McCartan & Ms Reynolds would like to thank
all the team members and their parents for their enthusiasm
& dedication as well as all the hard work and effort made to
present themselves and their ponies so well at competition.
Also the team would like to sincerely thank Mr McCarthy and
Miss O’Brien for all their support throughout the year.

Past Pupil Lisa O Brien (RTÉ) with students who travelled to Dublin
for the BT Young Scientist

Pictured are Cian Walsh and Cliodhna Walsh. Cian
came 3rd in the World U15 Irish Dancing Championships
and Cliodhna came 2nd in the U19 Ceilí Irish Dancing
Championships.
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The winning projects included:
The winning projects included:
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Spending all our weekends in school or out and about surveying,
we never really got a break, but it was so worth it! We competed
in the Young Scientist Exhibition 2014 and developed a website
to help combat cyber bullying. We chose this project because
we wanted to do something to help our generation. The event
was an amazing experience and we encourage everyone to
take part. At the event, we made so many friends from all over
the country and are still in contact with them today. We won
‘Highly Commended’ for our project and were so happy. But it
didn’t stop there!
Since the Young Scientist Exhibition, we were invited to attend
the launch of the Safer Internet Day in Dublin. We met the
Minister for Education, Ruairí Quinn, and singer-songwriters,
Kim Hayden and Gavin James. We got a lot of attention for our
website, being interviewed by TodayFM and RTE Radio 1. We
also got to meet people from important companies who spread
the word about our website using Twitter.
We regularly update our website and reply to any queries.
We encourage everyone to visit the website if they have any
questions or want to know more. Our website can be accessed

Trip to Trinity College
On the 27th of February Chris Galvin and I made
our way up to Dublin for the Transition Year Physics
Experience in the School of Physics in Trinity College.
The day revolved around astrophysics, beginning
with a brilliant opening lecture from Professor Finch
entitled “The Powers of Ten” which gave us a brief
introduction to physics by moving from the biggest
possible picture to the smallest possible picture by
decreasing the size by a power of ten for each slide.

on the following link https://sites.google.com/site/cibearinfo/
and is also linked on the Kinsale Community School website.
We want to thank everyone who has supported us in this
project, especially Mr. Shaun Holly, who kept us optimistic and
was so supportive throughout the course of this project.
Caoimhe O’Callaghan & Emma Moriarty (TY)

ENGINEERS WEEK

This was followed by a more general lecture on
astrophysics by Professor Peter Gallagher and
a short break. The group was then split into two
smaller groups, with our group working on a crowdsourced research paper classifying sun spots.
After lunch we were brought up to the Monck
Observatory to look at the sun, but unfortunately,
in a typical Irish manner, the sky clouded over and it
began to rain. Following this we were brought into
the physics lab where we made our own comets
using dirt, amino acid (soy sauce) and dry ice. This
was probably the most interesting part of the day.
Later, we were brought back into the Schrödinger
Theatre, named in honour of the famous scientist
who gave several lectures here in 1943, for a lecture
on the career opportunities in Physics. After this
most students went home but a small few of us
went back up to the Monck Observatory to see the
sun, now that the sky had finally cleared.
Daniel Kelliher (TY)

As part of Engineers Week this year (9 - 15th February 2014), Engineers
Ireland organised a field trip to Eli Lilly for the 5th year students of Kinsale
Community School. As part of this trip there was a competition where
Egle Janusauskaite won an iPad for herself as well as a free science show
for her school. The science show was held in April in the school and
Scientific Sue performed her exciting science experiments in front of the
enthusiastic 1st, 2nd and Transition Years.
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The woodwork room has been very busy this term with many
First, Second and Fifth year students completing projects with
Mr. O’Donovan and Mr. Duggan.

wonderful creative skills carrying out this project from start to
finish. The class and their teacher look forward to making many
more projects in the future.

As part of their studies in Graphics and Construction with Mr.
O’Donovan, LCA1 students were involved in designing and
making a children’s toy as part of their key assignment. The toy
consisted of a small figurine of Humpty Dumpty with movable
arms and legs.

Here is a selection of photographs of the work being produced
by students in Mr. O’Donovan and Mr. Duggan’s Woodwork
classes this year.
Seán Hayes (Y1)

Mr O’Donovan’s second year class were also involved in
designing a decorative plaque. They demonstrated their

Darren Collins (Y6)

Ethan Moru (Y2)

Diarmuid Walsh (Y3)

Jack Daly (Y3)

First year MTW students Daniel Hanrahan, Jordan O’Regan, Aaron
Hetherington & John O’Brien making keyholders

James Desmond (Y6)

Jack McCarthy (Y3)

James Cronin (Y3)

Jordan Keohane & Martin O’Brien making decorative mirrors
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The
Fifth
Year
Construction
Studies
students designed and
made their own individual
tables under the guidance
of their teacher Mr. C
O’ Donovan. The tables
were all designed and
constructed from scratch
in the Woodwork room.
They were a great success
and were all completed
in time for the summer
holidays.
Pictured here are the Fifth
Year Construction Studies
class along with their
teacher Mr. C O’ Donovan
and Principal Mr. F. Mc
Carthy.

Members of the Trad Group performing at the Awards Night

Liam Griffin and Megan O’Mahony practising for visit
to Haven Bay

Members of the Choir performing at the Christmas
Carol Service

Ms Brid Kearney and Ms Eileen Kingston performing
at the Christmas Carol Service

Lisa and Clodagh O’Donovan performing at the
Awards Night

Members of the Choir and Trad Group performing at
the Christmas Carol Service

Members of the Trad Group performing at Haven Bay
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Cork, U15 All Ireland Winners 2013, Fr Mathews
League Winners 2014 and All- Ireland Division 2
Champions 2014. At only 14 years of age these are
only a few of the achievements made by Abigail
Jeffery. Abbie started basketball on her arrival in
First Year in Kinsale Community School in 2011.
Abbie received great encouragement from the P.E
Department in the school. Now in 2014, with a great
list of achievements to her name, one
of them being her recent International
Debut for Ireland in Neptune, I sat down
with Abbie to ask her a few questions on
her basketball journey so far…..
Name: Abigail Jeffery
Age: 14
Sport: Basketball
Position: Post player
How did you get into basketball? I started
when I went into First Year. My sister had
already been involved in Basketball so I
wanted to also get involved . In First Year
my sister and I attended Fr. Mathews’
Easter Basketball Camp. Shortly after
this we joined Fr. Mathews Basketball Club in Douglas.
How has joining Fr. Mathews made you a better
player? Joining the club has improved my game due
to the different coaches’ methods and intense regular
training. In my first year in Fr. Mathews we won the
U15 Championship in 2013 and in my second year
in Fr. Mathews I attended trials for the U15 Regional
Team. I was successful and in 2013 I went to Galway
and we became Inter-Regional All- Ireland Champions.
How often do you train? I train four times a week as I
play with both the U15 and U16 teams in Fr. Mathews.
I also train one weekend a month with the Irish U15
Development Squad.

How did you get involved with the Irish team? During
my trip to Galway I was pre –selected by Irish coaches
for the U15 Irish Squad. We have been training for
nearly a year now and in August the coaches will cut
the team from 36 to 18 players.
Favourite quote: My favourite quote is “Never come
off the court thinking you could have done more”. This
was our U16 Fr. Mathews motto this year
and for the first time in the club’s history
we won the U16A league and went on to
win the Division 2 All- Ireland Title.
Who or what inspires you? My teachers
Ms Bennett, Ms Hayes and Ms McKenna
and my coaches in Fr. Mathews are the
people who inspire and encourage me
the most. And it’s thanks to them that I
have achieved so much.
Best sporting memory: One of my
best sporting memories was when our
Second Year Team got to the All-Ireland
final. On that day we were defeated but
this day was one of the biggest learning
experiences I have ever had. My second memory
happened only just a couple of weeks ago when I
played with the U15 Irish Squad against Scotland
in Neptune Stadium. We won 100-51.This was an
amazing achievement for me and I will remember
that day forever.
Other interests: I play Camogie and Football with
Courcey Rovers.
“Playing basketball at this level requires commitment
and dedication and at times this can be challenging
but it’s definitely worth it”.
Alexandra Jeffery (proud sister).

Girls Basketball Team
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senior hurling:
Our Senior hurlers captured the Cork
County Post Primary Schools ‘B’ trophy
this year. With the amalgamation of
Colleges and Vocational Schools’ GAA
competitions we were unsure as to
how this year would pan out for us but
surprised many with our victory in this
competition. We received a bye in the
first round and defeated St. Aidan’s
before Christmas. We had a long wait for
our semi-final against an Anthony Nash
trained Mitchelstown CBS.
A hugely disciplined performance was required in order to
overcome this highly fancied side and that is exactly what our
players gave. Superb in the backline we limited Mitchelstown to
very few chances. Our forwards were putting on an exhibition
in score taking, with Sean Og Gately standing out. Mitchelstown
attempted to curb our dominance in this area by bringing back
an extra defender but this allowed Darren Collins to perform a
quarter back role in our half back line. Other notable performers
on the day were Ciaran Allen, Timmy Broderick and Matthew
Collins.
This victory sent us through to the final against Scoil Mhuire
Gan Smal from Blarney, who were also trained by a Cork Senior
Hurler. This time it was Stephen Moylan on the line for them.
The game was played in CIT and it was a delight to see so many
of our past pupils and former players take time out from their
studies to cheers us on.
This game proved to be a tight and tense affair throughout.
Both defences were on top throughout and scoring chances
were at a premium. However our ability to raise the green flag
at crucial stages proved vital. Fergus Lordan’s hard work paid
dividends when he made a lung bursting run from midfield to
receive a pass and billow the back of the net for a vital score just
before half time. Kevin Ryan was giving an exhibition of full back
play which had many at the venue making comparisons to the
great Brian Lohan of Clare. Ken O’Callaghan was proving to be a
superb captain and struck to the back of the net in the second
half, which put us two points ahead. Despite a strong rally from
Blarney our discipline stood out and we emerged victorious on
a score-line of Kinsale CS 3-8 Blarney 1-12.
Ken O’Callaghan received the cup on our behalf, much to the
delight of the large Kinsale following who witnessed the victory.
Huge credit must go the squad of players and their trainer Oisin
Gately who put in hours of training to achieve this feat.
U-14 Hurling;
Our U-14 Hurlers competed at the top grade in school’s hurling
this year and acquitted themselves admirably drawing huge
praise from the coaches of the other schools we met.
We were drawn in what proved to be the Group of Death with
ourselves, St. Colman’s Fermoy, Midleton CBS and the North
Mon competing with Glanmire CC and Rochestown College
for the two qualifying spots. We began with victory over
Rochestown, and then were narrowly defeated by St. Colman’s

of Fermoy. Our next outing was against a superb Midleton side
who were to go on to win the competition outright. However
credit must be given to our players who managed to draw the
second half of that fixture, which gives us great hope for the
future. We gave ourselves a chance of qualifying once again
with a superb victory over Glanmire CC which set us up for a
last day showdown with the North Mon.
We needed to win that game and hope that one result would go
our way but unfortunately that wasn’t to be the case. We were
defeated by one point in a titanic game.
Great credit is due to this bunch of players and their coach
Ms. Shirley Moloney. Next year we have entered the Munster
U-15 A competition and hopefully the year after will compete
in the Dean Ryan Cup for the first time in Kinsale CS history. The
hurling future is bright in Kinsale.

Kinsale Community school Panel
1. Shane Cummins (Sliabh Rua)
2. Kevin Collins (Courcey Rovers)
3. Kevin Ryan (Courcey Rovers)
4. Cian O’Mahony (Ballinhassig)
5. Ciaran Allen (Sliabh Rua)
6. Darren Collins (Courcey Rovers)
7. Billy Mulcahy (Courcey Rovers)
8. Eoin Healy (Sliabh Rua)
9. Fergus Lordan (Courcey Rovers)
10. James Healy (Sliabh Rua)
11. Paddy Whelton (Courcey Rovers)
12. Timmy Broderick (Kinsale)
13. Ken O’Callaghan (Sliabh Rua) Capt.
14. Sean Og Gately (Courcey Rovers)
15. Matthew Collins (Sliabh Rua)
16. Timmy Keating (Courcey Rovers)
17. Michael O’Donovan (Courcey Rovers)
18. Adam Gleasure (Tracton)
19. Liam Griffin (Kinsale)
20. Gary O’Leary (Ballinhassig)
21. Joe Moriarty (Kinsale)
22. Shane O’Riordan (Sliabh Rua)
23. Chris Galvin (Courcey Rovers)
24. Bryan O’Donovan (Courcey Rovers)
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This year proved to be a very good year for the senior ladies
football team. We first competed at County level before
competing at Munster level where we emerged victorious. Our
first match was against Dunmanway in which we won on a high
scoreline. Carrigaline were our next competitors and in a strong
battle, at the end of the game we were defeated by a team who
proved stronger on the day. This defeat resulted in us losing
out on a place in the County finals much to our disappointment.
Next we went on to compete at Munster level with a very strong,
hard-working and determined panel. After a great display of
football in our next match which saw both Kinsale and Carrig
Na Bhfear exchange the lead numerous times, a draw was a fair
result on the day. After travelling to Carrig Na Bhfear to play
them in the play-off we discovered they were unable to play us
so we were awarded the match.
After training hard all year in which we were privileged to
have been trained by Tomas Clancy, Cork senior footballer, we
reached the Munster semi-final. This match saw us through to
the Munster final which was played in Charleville against St.
Anne’s of Tipperary. In this exciting and close contest right to
the very end, both teams showed excellence and hunger to the

final whistle which saw Kinsale emerge as champions on a score
line of 5-11 to 2-7.
All of the senior ladies football team would like to sincerely
thank Ms O’ Brien, Ms Dullea and Ms Bennett for their support
and encouragement throughout the year.
Sinéad Keating (TY)

Y1 Ladies Football Blitz Finalists
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senior football:
The senior football competitions were run
as a straight knock out this year. In the
county championship we played Schull CC
on the 18th October in Rosscarbery. In a
tight game we lost out on a score-line of
KCS 1-7 Schull 0-12.
In the Munster championship we were
drawn against near neighbours Carrigaline
CS. We matched them for much of the
game but unfortunately their ability to raise
the green flag proved to be the difference
and our campaign ended with the score
board reading KCS 1-12 Carrigaline CS 5-12.
U-16 Football:
Our U-16 footballers had a marvellous campaign this year. We
started out against Col. Ghobnatain and defeated them by 9-8
to 4-8. Next up were Milstreet in the quarter final and once
again our scoring prowess proved its worth
winning by 2-18 to 3-7.
Our semi- final opponents were St. Peter’s
of Passage. This game was proving to be
difficult for us until James Cronin scored a
hat-trick of goals in the second half to send
us through to the final on a score of KCS
3-9, St. Peters 3-5.
Col. Mhuire from Buttevant were our
opponents in the final. Strong performances
came from Chris Healy, Cian O’Mahony,
Conor Desmond and John Murphy.
Unfortunately it wasn’t to be for this
dedicated group of players and Buttevant

U16 Football Team before the County Final

won by a mere three points. The experience gained by this
group, under the watchful eye of Mr. B. Duggan, Mr. G. Hogan
and Mr. T. Clany, will stand to them in the future and hopefully
we will see silverware in the not too distant future.

U16 Football team with their new training tops
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On Wednesday 9th October we had our first
ever camogie outing at secondary school.
We were accompanied by Ms Byrne and 2
TY students, Ciarán and Matthew. We were
certainly apprehensive as we only had 11
players – a load of people forgot their gear! It
wasn’t the best of starts but how on ever off we
went to Ballincollig in the greatest of spirits.
We arrived at the pitch and we were without a
doubt the smallest of teams there; nonetheless
we were determined for this not to beat us and
thank our blessings that it was 11 a side. We
had just enough players. We had to win 2 out
of three matches to get through to the semifinal and this is what we certainly did. We faced
Bandon in the first match, and what a highly
paced game it was. It ended with us losing by
2 goals. Being the first game we were a little disheartened,
however we played on and won against Coláiste na Phiarsaigh
and Christ King. We were then into an exciting semi-final against
Blarney with us winning by 2-1 and we could not believe we
were in the final!
We had to wait for the other semi-final to be played to see
who we were playing. We had a slight idea that we would be
meeting Bandon again and we did! However we were not to
be defeated! Having played this team at the start, it was an
extremely competitive match and we were determined not to
be put out by it. As a team, and with it being the first time we all
played together we built up a great bond through the day and

this certainly worked out for us in the end beating Bandon by 2
goals. We WON!
As the end our first year at secondary school approaches, we
look forward to playing more camogie with the school and
representing the school. We also encourage other students to
get involved as it was a great way of making friends! We would
also like to thank all the teachers and TY students that helped
the team out during the year.
Saoirse McCarthy Walsh, Abbie Egan, Leah Casey and Claire
Cummins (Y1)
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Table Tennis. Conor O’Callaghan competed in
the Interpro’s in Lisburn, Belfast.

Cork U15 Football. Chris Healy (Y2).

All Ireland Showing. Lily Carpenter (Y3)
came 3rd in the National Award and Mary
Carpenter (Y1) came 4th in the same
competition.

Rowing. Mia Kovacs, rows with Shandon Boat Club,
won at Skibbereen and Limerick Regattas.

Cork Minors. Linda Collins and Niamh
Sheehan, Munster and All Ireland Finalists.

Cork U14 West Hurling. Cillian Barry.

Winners of the Cork Inter Divisional blitz for Carrigdhoun. Siobháin O’Riordan, Sharon O’Leary, Clara Mulcahy, Grainne Hannon, Aoife McCarthy and Clodagh
O’Donovan.
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Irish Rowing. Simon Kearney. Simon
rowed in the Home International Regatta in
Nottingham, England.

Munster Athletics. Kevin Fitzgerald (Y3) a
member of the Munster Squad for Javelin.

Cork Minor. Clare Tyner (Y5). Munster Minor
Champion.

Cork U16 Camogie. Clara Mulcahy, Grainne Hannon and Sharon
O’Leary.

Archery. Oisin Herberich (Y1).

Jack Daly - Motocross

Irish Golf. Cathal Butler and Gary Ward. Cathal played for
Ireland versus Wales in Wales and Gary played in the Nations
Cup in Italy.

Cork U14 and U16 Ladies Gaelic Football. Sadhbh O’Leary,
Georgia Gould and Juliette Cronin.

Cork U14 Camogie. Saoirse McCarthy, Michelle Fitzpatrick, Claire Bernard, Katie Daly, Rachel
Reardon and Deirdre O’Reilly.
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Once again the choice of this year’s TY class for the annual
school tour was Barcelona. It was chosen over Paris which
makes it the most visited place for Kinsale Community School
with 8 tours over the last 16 year.
This year 53 students and 5 teachers spent 5 days in Hotel
Calypso in Salou a safe haven outside the hustle and bustle
of Barcelona city. Students were genuinely amazed by the
quality of the hotel and its facilities with 2 swimming pools,
an enormous buffet for breakfast and dinner, leisure facilities
with pool and other games and only a ten minute walk to a safe
beach. It really did feel like a real adult holiday.
Day one was spent in Barcelona where students visited Neucamp
home of Barcelona FC, the Gaudi architecture, Montjuic
Panoramic viewing station looking over the city skyline and
cruise liner harbour and most had their first ride in a cable car
from here back to the port. Students also loved the free time
at the enormous Maremagnum harbour front shopping centre.
On day two we went by public bus to the nearby Roman city
of Tarragona where we visited the amphitheatre and roman
remains. Students then wandered the streets of old Tarragona
and shopped in the modern pedestrianized district.
On Friday we returned to Barcelona where we visited the
church Sagrada Familia the masterpiece of Antonio Gaudi

Spanish architect whose designs are the most visited tourist
attractions in this proud city. We also had free time at Las
Ramblas Barcelona renowned pedestrian thoroughfare. Indeed
the Catalan architect Beth Gali who designed Barcelona’s main
thoroughfare Las Ramblas also recently redesigned St. Patrick’s
Street in Cork City so resemblances between the two are not
coincidence. A two hour stop at the Science Museum was a
highlight for many where the interactive experiments suited
Irelands Premier Science School down to the ground!!!
As usual on a school tour the educational element is balanced
with lots of fun stuff too. Simple pleasures like a game of football
on the beach, climbing the monkey frame, sunbathing and
swimmimg at the pool or at the nearby beach after a sweaty
day in the city are all part of the school tour experience.
Though I would rather not admit it the highlight of the tour was
once again Port Aventura, Universal Studios Theme Park. Here
a full day of rollercoasters, water rides, stunt shows and more
sunshine ended a trip that left everyone wanting to return to
Spain really soon.
Sincere thanks to the teachers who accompanied the group
Niamh Hay, John Corcoran, George Hayes and Liz Timmons.
Tony Cierans
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As part of the TY program, we were given the opportunity to
study Chinese. We were shocked when our teacher, Ms. Ding,
told us that we could apply to go to Shanghai for 2 weeks during
our Easter Holidays to learn Chinese. The trip was sponsored
by the Confucius Centre in UCC and Shanghai University. There
were 90 places on the trip for TY students who studied Chinese
all over Ireland. We sent away our CV’s, reference letters and
forms and we were delighted when we were both offered a
place to go on the trip.
On 14th April, we flew from Cork to Amsterdam and boarded
our 10 hour flight to Shanghai. It was a long and exhausting
journey and we got to work as soon as we touched down. The
90 Irish students were spilt into groups on our arrival. We
were staying in the International Students Accommodation in
Shanghai University.
We had a very busy two weeks. Every morning we had Chinese
class for 2 or 3 hours. This was followed by a calligraphy class
or a tajii class. In the afternoon, there were many different
activities planned.

the cities of Suzhou and Hangzhou. Here we visited a silk
factory and went to some Chinese gardens. It was all really fun!
Shanghai was a lot different to what we expected. First of all,
it was much greener than we anticipated and there were parks
everywhere within the city. The Chinese people were very
friendly and regularly stopped us to take photos! We were
surprised to learn that the Chinese food as we know it in Ireland
doesn’t seem to exist in Shanghai! As well as this, not many
people we encountered were able to speak English.
China was an amazing experience. We made so many friends
both from Ireland and China as well as experiencing an exciting
new language and culture. The two weeks went far too quickly
but it was probably one of the highlights of TY for us both.
Scarly McGahan and Émer Hickey

We explored Shanghai City, went on a boat cruise, visited East
Pearl Tower and were fortunate enough to have a fully guided
tour of the city. We saw an amazing acrobatics show and visited
the old river town of Zhujiajiao. Once we had mastered the
metro we were allowed to travel independently – once we were
back in the university by 8:30pm! Of course, the shopping in
Shanghai was great too!
Food in Shanghai is very different. The food was delicious,
but there were many interesting dishes that we weren’t brave
enough to try such as scrambled eggs with a whole silver fish in
it – eyes included!! For two days, we left Shanghai and visited
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FLAir Mini-CoMpAnY
Our business idea was to create a ‘Bridal
Essentials Kit’ for brides on their wedding
day. This small kit includes products that
typically a bride or someone on a bridal
party would forget on their wedding
day. These kits were sold to hotels in
bulk. We also produced a ‘Children’s
Activity Kit’ at a wedding to ensure the
parents enjoy themselves knowing their
child is occupied. We won the award
for ‘Best Exhibition Stand’ at the South
Cork Schools Enterprise Programme’s
Christmas Trade Fair in December last
and at the Regional Final in March. The
members of our team are Ciara Gimblett,
Natasha Mutter, Cian Reilly, Scarly
McGahan and Sam Hurley.

Cullinary Ninjas Mini Company

Essentials Mini Company

FUSion Mini-CoMpAnY
We set up our mini company in
September 2013, with the idea to
develop a board game to bridge the gap
between Primary and Secondary School
Science. We designed our game based
on snakes and ladders. The idea is that
children will complete against each other
in a race to the end of the board while
completing experiments along the way.
We then ran a competition to name
our game. We received over 30 name
suggestions and a panel of judges chose
the name “Little Newtons”.
When working on our mini company,
we also entered competitions along
the way. In December we took part in
a trade fair in Douglas Shopping Centre.
Unfortunately we didn’t receive a prize,
but we learned a lot from the experience
and began to refine our product to make
it better.
In March we competed in the School
enterprise Regional Final in UCC with our
newly designed product. We presented
to the judges and to the public and we
were happy to get good feedback. At
this competition we were happy to
come away with 2 prizes, Best Business
Plan and Best Social Media. We then
entered our last and final competition,
TY Business Plan 2014, where we didn’t
expect to receive any prize. After missing
the award ceremony we were over the
moon to find out from other classmates
that we had won over all, with a big cash
prize.
With a successful year in Mini Company
we are glad to say as a team we will carry
on with our business and hope to sell to
more Primary Schools across the country.
The members of our mini company are
Emer Hickey, Laura Murphy, Ali Hill and
Emma Moriarty.

SeACLáid Mini-CoMpAnY
Our mini company was all about
chocolate! We really enjoyed our time
throughout transition year making,
selling and tasting our chocolate. We
learned a lot about what it is like to
own and run your own business. Some
aspects in the company were difficult like
sourcing some ingredients and perfecting
the taste of our chocolate.
Overall it was a great experience for
us all as we all got to work as a team.
Altogether we agree that our favourite
part of mini company has to be the trade
fairs as we sold lots of chocolate and
made some money to make more!
We would definitely recommend future
TY’s to take part in mini company.
Also we felt that the interviews were
beneficial as it made us work harder and
showed us that you have to really work
for something if you want it to progress
and work out. The members of our minicompany are Nicole McCarthy, Royanne
McGregor, Karen Nyhan, Rachel Kent and
Melanie O’Donovan.

Vision Mini Company

Flobbles Mini Company
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Christine Marron ‘Jagged Edge’

Christine Marron “Singular Beauty’

Christine Marron ‘Snow White’

Donal O’Neill ‘Abandoned’

Donal O’Neill ‘Coastline’

Jennifer O’Leary ‘Delicate Delights’

Donal O’Neill ‘Rugged Beauty’

Jennifer O’Leary ‘Through The Looking Glass’

Jennifer O’Leary ‘Gates Of The Grey Skies’

Jones Greer ‘This is my Good Side’

Molly Dunican ‘Buttercups’

Kate Delany ‘Growth’
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This year the camera club gained several new
members who have shown that they have a
good eye for an interesting photograph.
While the club has gone through a transition
in this past year, we will be getting more
organised next year so we can make the most
of the considerable talent that we have at
the school. We will be entering into several
photographic competitions and publications
and working with some new technologies in

the coming year. There will also be a series
of photographic displays in the school during
the year as well as publication in the school
newsletter.
The Camera Club meets every week in EO3 and
we will be actively recruiting new members.
So if anyone is interested in this very creative
pursuit and wishes to develop their skills in this
area, please contact Mr. Diarmaid O’Donovan.
Christine Marron ‘Remnants of War’.

s’

Jones Greer ‘Happy Landings’

Jones Greer ‘Stand Alone’

Kate Delany ‘Forest Floor’

Natalia Bakula ‘Auschwitz - the end of the line’

Natalia Bakula ‘High Cross’

Kate Delany ‘The Road Less Travelled’

Natalia Bakula ‘Mirror Image’

Natalia Bakula ‘Pilgrim Path’

Molly Dunican ‘Threshold to the Past’

Rachel Butler ‘A different View’

Rachel Butler ‘All about perspective’

Rachel Butler ‘Feeling Bubbly’
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Eoghan Gilleran

Fionnuala Cogan

Hannah Hughes

Holly McCarthy

Rachel Dingra

Shannon Mouroz

Aaron Clayton

Simon Pindell

A selection of work from the fifth year Art students who entered the Cork Simon Community “Design a Cover Competition”.
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Eoghan Gilleran

Aaron Clayton

Congratulations to Aaron Clayton and Eoghan Gilleran , both students from the same 5th
year art class who won competitions this term. Aaron has received first prize in the Cork
Simon community design a cover competition and Eoghan was a provincial winner in
Mental Health Ireland’s design a cover competition. Well done to both students.

Caoimhe Hill

Fionnuala Cogan

Eoghan Gilleran

Jason McCarthy

Bartozs Bloch

Kate McSweeney

Shannon Mouroz

Sheilann O Meara
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Anti-Bullying Poster Competition

Bethan Lewis (Y1)

Darragh Canty (Y2)

Eva Clayton (Y2)

Kate O’Driscoll (Y2)

Michael McGuane (Y2)

Niamh Murphy (Y1)

Saoirse Hill (Y2)

Sorcha Doyle (Y2)

Weronika Mozolewska & Clara
McCarthy (Y2)

Cathy Hynes (Y1)

Cathy Hynes (Y1)

Jasmine McShane (Y2)

Finnan McAllen (Y2)

Charlotte Howey (Y2)
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Jasmine McShane, Clodagh Butler & Chloe Daly (Y2)

Jasmine Norman (Y2)

Laura McCarthy & Nicole Juszczyk (Y2)

Rachel Callanan (Y1)
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This term the Second year students enjoyed showing their culinary skills at their afternoon tea party.

Aoife McCarthy 4th Prize by Place Prize Winner

Scarly McGahan & Natasha Mutter Joint 2nd Place Prize Winners

Chloe Condron 1st & 3rd Place Prize Winner
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LCAII had a four course Italian meal
which was celebrated with the
principal Mr. Fergal McCarthy, Deputy
Principal Ms. Kathleen O’Brien, Ms.
Anne Kelly (LCA Co-ordinator) and Ms.
Aisling Hogan their Italian teacher.

TeddY Bears PiCniC

Junior Certificate Home Economics
student Michaella O’Driscoll has had a
busy year setting up her new company
‘Kayla’s Cupcakes’. She bakes novelty
cakes and cupcakes. She began at car
boot sales, which has progressed into
a booming business with orders flying
in. To make an order you can email
Michaella on kaylascupcakes@gmail.
com

As part of the First year Home Economics
craftwork,
students
demonstrated
their knitting skills by making colourful
and creative teddy bears. To celebrate
their completion, students organised a
teddy bears picnic. The students made
a selection of mouth-watering dishes
to enjoy with their teddies. It was a
thoroughly enjoyable day for all – students
and teddies alike!

Cian Reilly and Lauren Costello (TY)
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Cara Dwyer

Ciara Manning

Corra McCarthy

Danielle Donovan

Gabriella Nevin O’Donovan

Jennifer O’Leary

Jenny Walsh

Julia Brazaite

Katelynn Campbell

Mary Claire Scanlon

Megan O’Connor

Michaela O’Driscoll

Nadia Panek

Nathasa Hayes-Leacock

Niamh Gannon

Rachel Hurley

Rachel Lysaght

Sarah McCarthy

Siobhan O’Riordan

Sophie Sinclair
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Zoe Fennell

Ailis Ward

Aine O’Sullivan

Francesca Donovan

Holly Keohane

Jessica Sheehan

Kitti Tarcali

Lily Carpenter

Marieke Buckley

Melissa McCarthy

Niamh Twomey

Rachel Kiely

Sara Hurley

Sarah O’Callaghan

Sheila Marie Kelliher

Marzena Wator

Yasmin Hayes-Leacock
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